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this Christmas 


BILLIONS OF people around But he is not winning the 
the world want peace. propaganda war at home. The 

Opinion polls show the majority | number of people in Britain against 
of people in every country apart from war has increased over the last 
the US are against war on Iraq. month. 

Yet George Bush is out for Some 44 percent of people are 
blood. Bush has already rubbished —_ now against war on Iraq, up three 
the dossier on weapons that Iraq points from November. Blair is 
produced. He’s ready to order the rattled by this solid opposition to war. 
thousands of US troops in the Gulf “Ministers are aware that the 
state of Qatar to kill and maim military’s desire to send troops does 


ordinary people in Iraq—like this not sit well with the state of British 
Iraqi woman and her son. domestic politics,” the Guardian 
He was injured by one of the US _ reported on Tuesday of this week. 
missiles that have rained down on Let’s make sure it’s not a happy 
Iraq since the last Gulf War in 1991. new year for Blair and Bush, and 
Tony Blair backs Bush every that anti-war protesters pour onto 
step of the way. the streets on Saturday 15 February. 


Europe-wide protest against war 15 February 
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Biggles sends 


army to school 


NEW LABOUR’S educa- 
tion secretary Charles 
Clarke rejoices in the nick- 
name “Biggles”. 

He is now calling in the 
army to help run local 
schools. 

Soldiers will take tutorials 
with pupils. Government of- 
ficials claim that soldiers are 
good role models, especially 
for boys. 

They say the army can 
help end violence and bully- 
ing in schools, even though 
the army is based on violence 
and is dominated by a culture 
of bullying. 


Winning from 
teacher crisis 


PRIVATE FIRMS are cash- 
ing in on the desperate short- 
age of school teachers. 

A survey carried out by 
head teachers showed the 
price of hiring a supply 
teacher has risen by 40 per- 
cent in just a year. 

One analyst says that 
£600 million is spent every 
year on supply teachers. 

The general secretary of 
the National Association of 
Head Teachers, David Hart, 
said, “Supply teacher agen- 
cies are profiteering and cost- 
ing schools a fortune.” 

One of the big agencies, 
Select Education, admitted its 
daily charges were £137. 

The company’s marketing 
executive explained, “It’s a 
market-led situation.” 

In one typical case a 
school was paying £130 a day 
while the teacher was receiv- 
ing only £62 a day. 


£100 million 


to grab homes 


THE EXECUTIVE of the 
Scottish Parliament is hand- 
ing another £100 million of 
public money over to priva- 
teers to ensure the privatisa- 
tion of Glasgow’s council 
housing goes ahead. 

Government threats and 
blackmail saw Glasgow ten- 
ants narrowly back privatisa- 
tion in a ballot earlier this 
year. 

Bill Speirs is the general 
secretary of the Scottish 
Trades Union Congress 
(STUC). 

He said, “In the run-up to 
the ballot on privatisation, 
the STUC said that the pro- 
ject was a shambolic mess 
which would line the pock- 
ets of bankers. 

“Unfortunately we have 
been proved right. 

“Yesterday the Scottish 
Executive slipped out an an- 
nouncement that another 
£100 million of taxpayers’ 
money is to be given to the 
banks, taking the total cost to 
over £2 billion.” 

The news comes as cam- 
paigners are preparing for a 
major lobby of the Westmin- 
ster parliament in defence of 
council housing. 

The lobby, on 29 January, 
is called by the Defend Coun- 
cil Housing organisation and 
backed by major trade unions, 
many MPs and tenants’ 
groups. 

For more information go 
to www.defendcouncil 
housing.org.uk 


‘Flexible’ leads 
to more stress 


SO CALLED “modernisa- 
tion” of work is making us 
sick. 

According to an official 
report by the Health and 
Safety Executive, the number 
of people suffering from stress 
caused by work has doubled 
since 1990. 

Another report this week 
found that a third of fathers 
now work over 50 hours a 
week. 


DON’T ATTACK IRAQ 


US ready to use 


nuclear weapons 


THE GOVERNMENT is 
sending a naval task force to 
the Gulf to prepare for a 
murderous attack on Iraq. 

The fleet includes a 
submarine, a destroyer and 
an aircraft carrier. 

Officially the ships are 
heading for a training event 
off Malaysia. 

But one senior official 
called the exercise “a very 
convenient cover’. 

A 20,000-strong ground 
force of British troops is 
expected to join them soon. 

The US has ordered 
another 27,000 reserve and 
national guard troops to 
prepare for active duty early 
in the new year. 


A thirst 
for blood 


THE HEAD of the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
has said the UN will need “a 
few months” to assess Iraq’s 
weapons dossier. 

But the warmongers in the 
White House have no inten- 
tion of holding back. 

“The hawks in the admin- 
istration are forcing the 
pace,” said a former national 
security adviser. 

“They weren’t too happy 
about getting involved in in- 
spections. Now they are 
making sure we’re not in- 
specting into next summer”. 


WHILE SHEPHERDS 


WATCHER THE(R, FLO 
BY NIGHT, ALL SEATEP 


A document leaked last 
week showed that the US is 
prepared to use nuclear 
weapons against any country 
that is deemed to pose a 
biological or chemical 
weapons threat. 

But the US is massing its 
own weapons of mass 
destruction in the Middle 
East. 

Some 90,000 anti- 
personnel landmines are 
now stockpiled at US bases 
around the Gulf. 

Other weapons being 
lined up for use in Iraq 
include “bunker busting” 
weapons that can “count” 
how many floors to smash 
through before exploding. 


ANTI-WAR IN EGYPT 


AN ANTI-WAR conference in 
Egypt was to take place this 
week despite attempts to 
ban it. 

The pro-US Mubarak gov- 
ernment in Egypt attempted 
to stop the meeting but pres- 
sure from activists forced it 
to reinstate the conference. 

International speakers at 
the conference will include 


former US attorney general 
Ramsey Clark and former 
UN officials Denis Halliday 
and Hans von Sponeck. 

The left wing Labour MP 
George Galloway and John 
Rees from the Stop the War 
Coalition in Britain were also 
to speak. 


Full report in the New Year 
issue of Socialist Worker 


BLAIR’S BRUTAL PAL 


TONY BLAIR met Bashar al- 
Assad, the dictator of Syria, on 
Monday of this week in another 
attempt to win the Arab world’s 
backing for an attack on Iraq. 
Assad runs a regime as bad 
as Saddam Hussein’s in Iraq. 
Syria has been run under a 
state of emergency since 1963. 
Assad’s father came to power 
in a military coup in 1970. 
Assad became president of 


Syria after his father’s death 
two years ago. 

Hundreds of people still 
remain in prison, where tor- 
ture and ill treatment are “rou- 
tine” according to Amnesty 
International. 

Syria has a chemical and 
biological weapons programme. 

But it voted in favour of the 
US’s resolution on Iraq at the 
UN Security Council last month. 


TRANSPORT CHAOS 
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ON THE GROUND... 


THE ANGEL OF THE LorD 
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What scum did these attacks? 


TWO DISGUSTING attacks this 
week brought home the reality of 
what the “racial problem” is in 


Britain. 


It isn’t the failure of immigrants 
and refugees to “fit in”. It’s the 
racism and violence they face. 
@LAST WEEKEND a Somali man 
was the victim of what the police 
called “‘a brutal, racially aggravated 


him. 


attack” in Hackney, east London. 
The 40 year old was approached 
by four white men. They demanded 
a cigarette from him and when he 
refused they hurled racist abuse at 


They then kicked him to the 
ground and beat him with a metal 
bar. He has lost his sight in one eye 
and was left with multiple injuries. 


@A RACIST gang attacked three 
men in a takeaway shop in 
Durham on Saturday evening. 
The victims, who are Algerian, 
Libyan and Kurdish, all worked in 


the shop. They were left with 


severe head injuries after the gang 
attacked them with pool cues. 

Racist graffiti was also daubed 
on the shop. 


Riots that the 
right wing cheer 


A MOB rioted around par- 
liament on Monday night. 
Rioters hurled fireworks and 
scaled the gates of the 
House of Commons. 

The crowd burned an 
effigy of Tony Blair, sat in the 
road, climbed traffic lights 
and tried to smash their way 
through police lines. 

Imagine the uproar if this 
had been an anti-war 
protest, a May Day march, 
a group of strikers or Asian 
youth defending themselves 
in Bradford, Oldham or 
Burnley. 

The media would have 
gone completely crazy. 

Anyone arrested at such 
events can expect vicious 
charges and “exemplary” 
sentences. 

But this time the protest 
was by hunting supporters, 
the Countryside Alliance and 


MILLIONS OF people 
will be brought face to 
face with the trans- 
port crisis under New 
Labour in the coming 
week. 

Going to visit friends 
and family over the Christ- 
mas period will be a night- 
mare for many. 

Grinding traffic jams on 
motorways. Overpriced, un- 
reliable and sometimes dan- 
gerous trains. And things are 
set to get worse. 

When New Labour came 
in it promised an end to the 
transport chaos that the Tories 
had presided over, 

In July 1998 deputy prime 
minister John Prescott un- 
veiled a ten-year transport 
plan. It pledged cuts in car 
traffic and much more. 

One by one all the prom- 
ises have been abandoned. 

Transport secretary Alis- 
tair Darling last week an- 
nounced the government 
would not meet its target for 
cutting car traffic. 

In fact, traffic would con- 
tinue to rise, he admitted. 

It will rise still more with 
Darling’s plan, also an- 
nounced last week, to pump 
another £3 billion into new 
road building. 

The answer to the already 
insane traffic on roads like 
the M1 and M6 is to improve 
public transport and push 
freight and passenger traffic 
off roads and onto rail. 

But New Labour refuses to 
challenge the road haulage 
barons. Instead its new road 
programme is a major boost to 
these giant firms, as is the gov- 
ernment giving the go-ahead 
to huge 44-tonne lorries. 

And the government is 
making public transport 
worse, not better. 

Last week the official 
Strategic Rail Authority an- 
nounced that it might cut 
funding for rail operators by 
up to 20 percent. 

The railways need more 
money—but it should not go 


the Countryside Action Net- 
work. 

Much of the press was 
sympathetic. The Daily 
Mails headline was “Return 
Of The Countryside In No 
Mood To Compromise”. 

Eight were arrested. 
Their treatment is revealing. 

One man arrested in 
possession of an offensive 
weapon has been released 
with no further action. An- 
other received a formal cau- 
tion following his arrest for 
theft. 

Another man received a 
formal warning following an 
arrest for obstruction and 
another was released with 
no further action after arrest 
for breach of the peace. 

Four will go to court. 

Will they get the same 
treatment as anti-war or 
anti-racist demonstrators? 


It’s jam today, 
jam tomorrow 


to private firms. The answer is 
to renationalise the railways. 

Simply cutting funding 
will result in up to 3,500 fewer 
trains a day, job losses and big 
rises in ticket prices. 

Saver tickets that work- 
ing class people rely on will 
be first to go, as companies 
respond to the reduced space 
on trains by pricing out the 
poorest to make way for 
businessmen. 

New Labour’s transport 
commissioner David Begg 
wants to go the same way on 
the roads by introducing tolls. 

This would price ordinary 
people off the roads so the 
rich can speed on their way 
unhindered. 

Labour MP Gwyneth Dun- 
woody is chair of the parlia- 
mentary transport committee 
and has been a critic of New 
Labour’s transport policy. 

She summed up last week 
what millions who hoped 
Labour would sort out the 
transport crisis will feel: “We 
started off in absolute chaos 
and it’s got worse, which I 
would have thought was 
pretty impossible.” 


what we think 


GEORGE BUSH and Tony 
Blair may preach hollow 
words of peace and goodwill 
this Christmas and New Year. 

But their policies have ensured 
millions of people around the world 
live with hunger and fear. 

Bush and Blair are determined to 
wage a savage war against Iraq. 

Twenty million people there face 
having their lives, homes and families 
blasted to smithereens by the most 
powerful military machine in the world. 

Our leaders claim to have “liber- 
ated” Afghanistan. 

But hundreds of thousands of 
people are still enduring chaos and 
destruction created by war. 

Aid agencies report that thousands 
in Afghanistan are on the brink of 
starvation this winter. Last month 41 
children died from the cold in an 
Afghan refugee camp. 

Blair now claims to be seeking 
peace in Palestine. 

But he and Bush have given 
free rein to Ariel Sharon to 
impose a reign of terror on the 
Palestinians. 

It is 18 years since Band Aid re- 
leased their famous single, “Do They 
Know it’s Christmas?” in response to 
a famine in Ethiopia that killed one 
million people. 

Earlier this year Blair pledged to 
try to heal “the scars of Africa”. 

But today some |5 million people 
in the Horn of Africa face famine and 


the prospect of a cruel, painful death 


from starvation. 


Bush presides over the capitalist 
system that creates inequality, terror 
and injustice in every part of the globe. 

In Britain millions face fears about 
their jobs and pensions, and stress 
from long hours, unsociable shifts and 


making ends meet. 


But over the last year there has 
been growing opposition around the 
world. Half a million marched against 
capitalism and war in Barcelona in 
March. A 400,000-strong demo against 


war on Iraq took place in London in 
September and a million protested 
against war in Florence in November. 

Only last weekend 20,000 


people took to the streets of 


Copenhagen in Denmark to 
protest against the leaders at the 
European Summit. 


In Italy right wing prime minister 


Silvio Berlusconi is so desperate to 
crush the movement that he has ar- 
rested 42 leading activists and charged 
them with serious political crimes. 

A campaign has been launched in 
Britain to defend those arrested in 
Italy (see page 14 for more details). 

This new year we urge our read- 
ers to throw themselves into building 
this growing movement against capi- 
talism and war. 

That means going all out to build 
a massive mobilisation for the anti- 
war protests that will take place in 
every European capital on |5 Febru- 
ary (see statement below). 


‘Unite against war’ / 


ACTIVISTS from 11 European 
countries, the US and the Philippines 
came together in Copenhagen to 
coordinate Europe-wide action 
against war on Iraq: 
@ WE ENDORSE the anti-war call 
launched at the assembly of social 
movements in Florence in November. 

We believe that a war on Iraq, 
with or without UN support, would 
be a disaster for the people of the 
Middle East and beyond. 

It is clear there is majority 
opposition to war in almost every 
country in Europe and across the 
world. 

That is why this war cannot be 
fought in our name. This is also why 
we believe it is vital to build the 
broadest possible anti-war alliances 
everywhere around the demand No 
War on Iraq. 

Our meeting showed that the 
movement against the war is gaining 
strength. 

All the countries represented have 


called action on 15 February. 

We reinforce the decision to 
protest in every country immediately 
war starts, to hold national protests 
the following Saturday and to é 
organise coordinated mass national 
demonstrations in capital cities on 15 4 
February. 

To this end we have decided to 
continue our coordination at a 
European level, to set up a Europe- 


common banner on each of our 
demonstrations demanding No War 
on Iraq. 

We are committed to spreading 
anti-war coordination both inside and 
beyond Europe, and to holding another 
meeting after the 15 February demo. 

We urge the movements 1n 
countries not represented at our 
meeting to join in our initiatives. 

We urge every organisation that 
opposes this war to work for a 
massive mobilisation on 15 February. 

Together we can stop the wat? 


wide anti-war website, and to have a f 
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No letting up from 
the masters of war 


Israel keeps up the terror 


ISRAELI TANKS laid siege to the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem last year 


Bethlehem closed down for 
Christmas—hby Israeli army 


| HAVE just returned from a week’s 
visit to Palestine. 

The Holy Land is closed this Christ- 
mas—lsraeli checkpoints and curfews 
are cutting off whole Palestinian areas. 

Bethlehem is completely closed— 
people can’t come or go. 

For Palestinian Christians Christmas 
is very important, but the Israelis are 
collectively punishing all Palestinians. 

“Can you explain to me why | can’t 
bury my mother in Bethlehem or grieve 
with my brothers and sisters at Christ- 
mas?” one woman asked me in tears. 


by A SOCIALIST WORKER 
READER, North London 


There are scenes of constant vio- 
lence, harassment and arrest at Is- 
raeli checkpoints. | saw Palestinian 
men wired together at the ankles. It 
was like they were on a chain gang. 

The Israeli checkpoints have one 
purpose—a vindictive attempt to disrupt 
all normal relations and people’s lives. 

West Bank Palestinians can’t go to 


DON'T ATTACK IRAQ 


Demonstrate Saturday 15 February 2003, 1pm, central London | 
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Stop the War 
Coalition 
020 7053 2155/6 


Jerusalem without permission, which 
is almost always refused. 

Israeli troops pick up hundreds of 
Palestinians every week and hold them 
in an enormous open-air prison. 

The Israelis have reduced the 
headquarters of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat to dust and refused to 
let him attend mass in Bethlehem on 
Christmas Day. 

This is an attempt to humiliate him 
and his people. 

This is the atmosphere Palestini- 
ans are living in. 


=* SEASON'S /¢. 
°°“ GREETINGS 


SOCIALIST WORKER wishes all 
our readers a happy holiday. 

The next issue of Socialist 
Worker will appear on Friday 3 Jan- 
uary. All reports need to arrive by 
12 noon on Monday 30 December. 


Picture: PA PHOTOS 


4 SOCIALIST WORKER 21 December 2002 


No delight in 
Copenhagen 


THAT SMALL portion of the media not obsessed 
with Cherie Blair has been rhubarbing about 
how “historic” last weekend’s European Union 
(EU) summit in Copenhagen was. 

It was in a way, but not primarily because the EU 
has finally decided to expand to incorporate ten new 
member states, mainly relatively poor countries in Cen- 


tral and Eastern Europe. 

What really mattered at 
Copenhagen was a country 
which is neither a current 
member of the EU nor a can- 
didate member—Turkey. For 
many years now, successive 
Turkish governments have 
been campaigning to join the 
EU. 

They weren’t able to get 
to the starter’s gate. This 
was partly for good reasons, 
such as the Turkish state’s 
appalling human rights 
record, particularly towards 
the Kurdish minority in the 
south east. 

But it was also for bad 
ones—like racist hostility, 
especially in Germany, to- 
wards Turkish immigrants. 

Recently the former 
French president, Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing, argued 
that Turkey is simply not 
part of Europe and therefore 
shouldn’t be allowed to join 
the EU. 

Giscard, who is currently 
chairing the convention 
charged with drawing up a 
new European constitution, 
is not a marginal figure. 

But in the past few weeks 
the debate has changed fun- 
damentally. George W Bush 
and his administration 
launched a vigorous cam- 
paign aimed at pressuring the 
EU to put Turkish member- 
ship onto the fast track. 

The US initiative is based 
on strategic considerations. 
Turkey, one of the biggest 
military powers in the Middle 
East, has long been a key 
member of NATO. 

Turkey’s strategic position 
has become, if anything, more 
important since 11 September. 
Turkish airbases and other 
military support will be essen- 
tial in any US attack on Iraq. 


Victory 


The Islamist Justice and 
Development Party recently 
won a landslide victory in 
the Turkish parliamentary 
elections. The Turkish mili- 
tary, self proclaimed guar- 
dians of Turkey’s secular 
state, overthrew the last Is- 
lamist government. 

So the Justice and Devel- 
opment Party leader, Yayyip 
Erdogan, has been working 
hard to persuade both the 
generals and the Western 
powers that his government 
will pursue a safely pro- 
Western course. 

EU membership became 
a symbol of the acceptance 
of Turkey under Erdogan 
into the Western capitalist 
bloc. So Washington pushed 
hard to make the EU set an 
early date for talks on 
Turkey’s accession. 

In particular, Bush de- 
manded that the EU relax the 
so called Copenhagen mem- 
bership criteria, which are 
supposed to make tough de- 
mands on would-be entrants’ 
treatment of human rights, 
press freedom, and the rights 
of ethnic minorities. 

US Secretary of State 
Colin Powell wrote to EU 
External Affairs Commis- 
sioner Chris Patten and 
German foreign minister 
Joschka Fischer on the eve of 


ALEX 
CALLINICOS 
on the rows 

over Turkey’s 
attempt to join 
the EU 


the Copenhagen summit. 

He warned that if they 
didn’t set an early date for 
Turkish entry this would 
prove right those who claimed 
there was an inevitable “clash 
of civilisations” between 
Islam and the Christian West. 

The hard sell backfired. 
The letter infuriated Patten 
and Fischer. Turkish threats 
to boycott German goods also 
caused widespread anger. 

At the summit itself, Tony 
Blair and Silvio Berlusconi, 
leaders of the pro-American 
right wing of the EU, found 
themselves isolated when they 
supported Bush’s demands for 
early entry negotiations with 
Turkey. 

A bloc headed by France 
and Germany insisted on 
putting off talks for at least 
two years. 

Short-term political con- 
siderations were a factor in 
this outcome. 


Worried 


Both German chancellor 
Gerhard Schroder and French 
president Jacques Chirac 
openly admitted that they 
were worried about the ad- 
vantage that fast-track Turk- 
ish membership would give 
the racist right in the next 
elections in their countries. 

But the row also revealed 
much deeper tensions in the 
Western capitalist bloc. The 
US has long had a change- 
able attitude towards the EU. 

The recent expansion of 
the EU into Central and 
Eastern Europe was strongly 
supported by the Clinton ad- 
ministration as part of a 
strategy of expanding the in- 
fluence of the US-led West- 
ern capitalist bloc. 

Zbigniew Brzezinski, an 
architect of this policy, called 
Europe “America’s essential 
geopolitical bridgehead on 
the Eurasian continent”. 

Washington likes the EU 
only so long as it remains 
firmly subordinate—what 
Brzezinski describes as “an 
American protectorate”. 

Schréder’s Red-Green 
coalition is still reluctant to 
support the US’s war with 
Iraq. The transatlantic tensions 
are reflected within the EU. 

France and Germany have 
reasserted their position as 
the leading European powers 
at the last two summits. 

And Tony Blair, far from 
being at the heart of Europe, 
is seen as the leader of a pro- 
American fifth column. 
“United Europe”, like West- 
ern capitalism itself, is what 
Karl Marx once called a 
band of hostile brothers. 
WAlex Callinicos is the 
author of The Revolutionary 
Ideas of Karl Marx. It is avail- 
able from Bookmarks— 
phone 020 7637 1848 or go 
to www. bookmarks.uk.com 
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THE Israeli 
state is so 
desperate to 


stop the real story 
coming out about the 
massacre of Pales- 
tinians in the Jenin 
refugee camp in April 
that it has banned a 
film about the event. 
The chair of the Is- 
raeli film board said 
of the documentary, 
“This is a propaganda 
film that presents the 
side with which the 
state of Israel is ina 
state of war, in a one- 
sided manner, while 
this war is still going 
on.” 
The documentary 
shows Israeli bull- 
dozers levelling more 
than 100 homes in 
Jenin. 


They'l 
always 
cheer 
alone 


THE NEW Wembley 
national stadium is 
meant to unite 90,000 
sports fans from every 
walk of life. 

But fat cat 
businessmen are paying 
tens of thousands to 
make sure they don’t rub 
shoulders with the rest of 
us. 

The stadium, which 
has already cost £757 
million, is set to open for 
the 2006 FA Cup final. 

Corporations are 
already being encouraged 
to buy up seats. 

There will be around 
18,000 “premium” seats 
and 160 executive boxes. 

The sports marketing 
company IMG has 
approached 100 
companies about 
“corporate hospitality” 
packages. 

All premium seats 
must be bought for ten 
years. The most 
expensive cost £6,100 a 
year. 

In addition to the 
yearly payments 
individuals and 
companies will have to 
make an up-front 
payment of £18,300 just 
for the right to buy them. 
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RUN OUT of ideas for Christmas 
presents? Here’s a suggestion 
from the Evening Standard, self 
styled voice of Londoners. 
Dinner for two at the Sketch restau- 


rant is a snip at £450. 


The first course, price up to £48, in- 
cludes langoustine mousseline with 
Malabar pepper creamed passion fruit 
butter and dice of langoustine. 

The main course, up to £75, in- 
cludes a fillet of charolais (beef), 
oscietra caviar and cream of avocado 
with pressed caviar and beetroot 


sorbet. 


THE Daily Ex- 
press, run by 
pornographer 


Richard Desmond, 
was determined to be 
the first to publish 
details of Christmas 
TV schedules. 
However, its 
“complete TV listings 
guide” left 180 hours 
of programmes “to be 
announced”. Readers 
were, however, given 
Television X, Des- 
mond’s porn channel. 


Ego behind 
ID scheme 


DAVID Blunkett’s plan for 
national identity cards has 
run into a few problems, 
but the egotistical home 
secretary shows no sign of 
backing down. 

He has used refugees as 
guinea pigs for the scheme. 

The Home Office issues 
some refugees with “asylum 
registration cards”, which 
have the refugee’s picture 
and thumbprint. 

But some have been 
found to carry the wrong ID 
number and the wrong date 


of birth, leading many 
agencies to refuse to accept 
it. 

Blunkett can rely on the 
multinational Sodexho to 
support his scheme. 

The firm, which distrib- 
utes cash vouchers to 
refugees, has told them they 
will not get the money 
unless they produce the ID 
card. 

Yet only 16,000 ref- 
ugees out of 90,000 regis- 
tered with Sodexho even 
have the ID card. 
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All you need 


hristmas 


You could polish it all off with 
cheese for £30 and dessert for £45. 

You may also want to pull some 
Christmas crackers at the dinner 
table. Inside the System recommends 


Renaissance Christmas crackers, 


whose gifts inside include sterling 
silver paperweights. 

That’s six crackers for the knock- 
down price of £1,000. 

On Christmas Day you could treat 
someone to stocking fillers like the 
Baccarat Folie Douce mobile phone 
holder. It comes in fox fur with crystal 


pompom at £323. 


EOCATION SWPARPS 
FRILL. Shock... 


ON SUCCESS 


PRIMARY SCHOOLS in 
Southwark, south London, 
got the lowest scores in 
England in the recent na- 
tional league tables. 
Could this have any- 
thing to do with W S 
Atkins, the company that 
took over the council’s 104 
schools in April last year? 
In September this year 
Atkins announced a freeze 
on staff recruitment. The 
next month the company 
recommended that 20 jobs 
should be axed among ed- 
ucation support staff. 


NEW Labour 
whips are so 
desperate to 


stop anti-war voices 
among Labour MPs 
that they have even 
tried to threaten Tam 
Dalyell, the highly re- 
garded MP for Linlith- 
gow and Father of the 
House. 

The whips told him 
he should drop his 
vocal opposition to the 


Utility companies have 
demanded money up front 
to provide gas and electric- 
ity to Atkins’s Southwark 
offices because of repeated 
non-payment of bills. 

In October Atkins an- 
nounced a profits warning 
and admitted its debts 
have risen by more than 
double in six months to 
£120 million. 

W S Atkins is set to 
spread its chaos to London 
Underground as it is also 
one of the PPP “‘partners” 
lined up to run the tube. 


war or he could end up 
not getting a seat in the 
House of Lords. 

The Times reports 
one  backbencher 
saying, “The whips 
were horrified to hear 
Tam’s stern riposte to 
their attempts at black- 
mail.” 

It seems plain talk- 
ing Tam told them what 
they could do with their 
peerage. 


THINGS 
THEY SAY 


“THE inspectors 
may not have the 
capacity to judge 
the technical 
characteristics of a 
weapon.” 

WTop US hawk RICHARD 


PERLE on weapons 
inspectors in lraq 


“AT SOME point a 
decision will be 
made that Saddam 
has not decided to 
relinquish weapons 
of mass destruction. 
And there will be a 
war.” 

RICHARD PERLE 


“| HAVE a feeling 
the whole issue of 
PFls and PPPs has 
already reached its 
climax and is 
becoming less of a 
hot potato.” 


HJOHN REID, Labour’s 
party chairman 


“MARTIN Sixsmith, 
to his shame, 
proclaimed at length 
that this bore all the 
hallmarks of ‘New 
Labour's highly 
professional PR 
machine’.” 

MPOLLY TOYNBEE in the 
Guardian, 12 December, 
on Cherie Blair's speech 


“ALASTAIR 
Campbell and Peter 
Mandelson helped 
to write Tuesday’s 
emotional address 
by Cherie Blair. 
They were part of a 
small group of 
trusted advisers 
assembled in No 10 
to draft Mrs Blair’s 
televised 
confession.” 


HB GUARDIAN, 13 
December 


“TONY BLAIR has 
no strong moral 
convictions that 
drive people along.” 
WAuthor KEN FOLLETT, 


one of Blair’s most 
important early backers 


“THERE’S only one 
person who hugs 
the mothers and 
the widows, the 
wives and the kids 
on the death of 
their loved ones. 
Others hug, but I’ve 
got an additional 
responsibility to 
hug, and that’s me, 
and | know what it’s 
like.” 

A confused GEORGE 


BUSH on committing US 
troops to war 


DO YOU have a 
story for Inside the 
System? Send it to 
Inside the System, 

Socialist Worker, PO Box 
82, London E3 3LH. 
All readers who send ina 
story that is printed are 
put into a monthly 
raffle for a book. 
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immigrants make 
us all better off 


THE IDEA that refugees in Britain drive down wages and 
cause unemployment has been blown apart by research 


released last week. 


“Immigration is found to have, if anything, a positive effect on the 
wages of the existing population. 


“Using the most robust 
data source available, an 
increase in immigration of 
1 percent of the non- 
migrant population leads 
to a nearly 2 percent in- 
crease in non-migrant 
wages,” says the research 
summary. 

It is based on four re- 
ports commissioned by the 
Home Office. Two are 
from University College 
London, one from the Uni- 
versity of Leicester and 
one from the Department 
for Work and Pensions. 

The reports say there 
are complex reasons 
behind the positive 
impact migrants have on 
the labour market. 

But their conclusion is 
reinforced by other stud- 
ies: “International evi- 
dence on this issue shows 
that migrants do not have 
large negative effects on 
either wages or unem- 
ployment of the domestic 
workforce.” 

This is because the 
work migrants do adds 
to the running of the 
economy. 

Many of them have 
skills in areas where there 
are chronic shortages. 

Whole sections of the 
understaffed NHS and of 
education would simply 
grind to a halt without 
migrant workers. 

Some 27 percent of 
health professionals and 
9 percent of teaching pro- 
fessionals are migrant 
workers. 

A higher proportion 
of migrants have a 
degree (19 percent), 
compared to the British- 


*Some 27 percent of health 
professionals and 9 percent 
of teaching professionals are 
migrant workers? 


born population (15 per- 
cent). Some 32 percent 
have other qualifications. 

The vast majority of 
migrants in Britain are of 
working age. This means 
they are paying taxes, 
buying goods and using 
services. 

Migrants contributed 
£31.2 billion in taxes in 
the financial year 1999- 
2000. This is £2.4 billion 
more than they used in 
“consuming” public ser- 
vices, according to the 
Home Office in May this 
year. 


Income 


The department con- 
cluded, “Migrants re- 
duced the amount that the 
existing population paid 
in taxes” by “around Ip 
on the basic rate of 
income tax”. 

The rise in the number 
of migrants in the US 
over the 1990s played a 
large part in the country’s 
economic boom during 
that time, according to a 
study published earlier 
this month. 

“We would not have 
been able to fuel the eco- 
nomic expansion of the 
1990s with our labour 
supply in the absence of 
that foreign immigration,” 


Protest against a 
barbaric new rule 


NEW LABOUR is plan- 
ning to throw thou- 
sands of refugees into 
destitution. They will 
welcome in the New 
Year by attacking des- 
perate people. 

New rules coming 
into force on 8 January 
will mean refugees 
who have not claimed 
asylum as soon as 
they arrive in Britain 
will lose all benefits 
and support. 

lt is very dificult 
for people arriving in 
a new country to 
know how to claim 
asylum. They are 


often frightened, con- 
fused and can have 
language problems. 
Normally around 60 
percent of refugees file 
their claims a few days 
after their arrival. 


H Protest against this 
attack on refugees—soup 
kitchen protest outside 
the Home Office, Wednes- 
day 8 January, 4.30- 
6.30pm, Home Office, 50 
Queen Anne’s Gate, Lon- 
don (St James’s Park @). 

Organised by Commit- 
tee to Defend Asylum 
Seekers, National Assem- 
bly Against Racism, 
Barbed Wire Britain, 
Asylum Rights Campaign. 


said Paul Harrington, one 
of the authors of the 
study. 

“We need to recognise 
that part of our economic 
strength and prosperity is 
associated with our abil- 
ity to get a high level of 
labour supply.” 

Some 2.8 million mi- 
grant workers aged 25 
to 34 joined the US 
workforce in the 1990s. 

Without them the 
workforce in that key age 
group would have de- 
clined by 21 percent. 

The US states with the 
highest migration were 
the ones which had the 
highest share of the boom. 

All this evidence 
shows just how stupid 
and cruel New Labour is 
being by not allowing 
refugees in Britain to 
work and by making it 
harder for these people to 
come into Britain. 

Refugees too are gen- 
erally of working age and 
have skills and qualifica- 
tions that could con- 
tribute to society as a 
whole. 

We should welcome 
refugees as well as mi- 
grant workers, not just 
because it is the humane 
thing to do, but because 
the rest of us benefit from 
them too. 


The invisible 
overstayers 


“IN THE United Kingdom 
public debate and policy 
responses focus almost 
exclusively on asylum 
seekers. 

“In Australia overstay- 
ers greatly outnumber other 
categories of illegal immi- 
grants. British citizens were 
the largest national group 
among these ‘overstayers’. 

“It is quite likely that a 

similar pattern exists in the 
United Kingdom with the 
largest number of illegal 
immigrants in the widest 
sense coming from coun- 
tries such as the United 
States.” 
House of Lords report, 
“A Common Policy on Il- 
legal Immigration”, No- 
vember 2002 


Cross-Channel solidarity 


MARCHING THROUGH Calais 


Blunkett has abandoned 
the victins of Saddam 


SHERWAN FROM Iraq, 18 
years old, is one of hundreds 
of refugees sleeping rough 
in Calais this Christmas. 

“Saddam Hussein is 
very bad. I had to leave. I 
want a life,” says Sherwan. 

When 15 year old 
Nekhmt is asked why he 
left Afghanistan, he simply 
says, “War”. 

But David Blunkett 
abandoned these desperate 
people when he forced 
through the closure of the 
Sangatte refugee camp. 

Now they queue at a 
soup kitchen for food. 
They suffer constant police 
harassment. 

Their plight provoked a 
demonstration by up to 500 
people through Calais last 
Sunday. It was widely re- 
ported on French television. 

Pascal Roussell was one 
of the many Calais resi- 
dents on the march. She is 
part of a refugee support 
group, C’Sur. 

“We know the problems 
refugees face and we want 
to help,” said Pascal. 

“Some sleep in public 
parks. Some are living in 
the bunkers from World 
War Two. 

“There are sometimes 
20, sometimes 50 of them 
inside one bunker. They try 


HELEN SHOOTER reports from Calais 


to keep warm. The condi- 
tions are very bad.” 

When the protest went 
through the town centre to 
the soup kitchen, the ref- 
ugees waiting there in the 
cold cheered and embraced 
the marchers. 

Everyone then marched 
to the prefecture, the gov- 
ernment office that is car- 
rying through the attacks 
on refugees. 

Karwan helped hand 
out the piles of clothes, 
blankets and food stored in 
a local centre that had been 
donated by well-wishers. 


Rejected 


“People from Calais 
and other regions in the 
north make donations. 
Every day refugees line up 
in the evening and we call 
them in to hand out what 
we have. 

“Every day there are 
new people now Sangatte 
has been closed.” 

The French government 
wants to force the refugees 
to apply for asylum in 
France so they can be 
speedily rejected. If they 


don’t apply because they 
hope to join friends and 
family in Britain, they face 
deportation. 

Tom MacGowan is a 
member of the Kent Com- 
mittee to Defend Asylum 
Seekers which jointly or- 
ganised the Calais protest: 

“Around 60 people a 
day are still coming to 
Calais. Many of them are 
Iraqi Kurds. The British 
government wants nothing 
to do with them yet it is 
ready to launch a war and 
bomb their country. 

“There are an estimated 
3,500 CRS ‘robocop’ riot 
police in the Calais region. 
They have a very unpleas- 
ant record of attacks on 
refugees. The clothes and 
belongings of refugees in 
one bunker were doused in 
petrol and set alight by 
police.” 

Mick Dodd, a Dover res- 
ident and Connex South 
Eastern train driver, also 
travelled over to join the 
protest: 

“T think the protest is a 
breath of fresh air. We are 
so inundated in Britain 
with propaganda against 


NEKHMTT, Afghan 


refugees. I have seen what it 
is like for them. 

“T have been really 
shocked by what the Labour 
government has done to 
refugees in Britain. I feel 
ashamed I voted for them. 

“Haven’t refugees been 
through enough persecu- 
tion? I think it’s really im- 
portant we challenge all 
the crap we hear against 
refugees.” 
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Fax 020 7538 0140 


E-mail letters@socialistworker.co.uk 


or send to 


postal 


l’VE BEEN registered 
blind for over twenty 
years. 

Disabled people are 
at the end of the queue 
for jobs and Blair and 
his cronies in the WTO 
intend to slash the ben- 
efits and privatise the 
services that many of 
us depend on. 

Thanks to Socialist 
Worker’s e-mail ser- 
vice | have regular 
access to the informa- 
tion and ideas | need to 
be part of the struggle 
against this rotten 
system. 

Anyone with a 
visual impairment who 
has access to a com- 
puter should get SWe- 
mailed, or sent on disc, 
every week. 

(JROB MURTHWAITE, 
North London 


HWHAT DOES Socialist 
Worker say about the 
trawler blockades? 

| think they are wrong. 
We have to stop destroy- 
ing fish stocks. 

Demanding the right 
to continue destroying the 
environment is like nu- 
clear power workers de- 
manding the right to keep 
on producing nuclear 
waste. 

Sometimes bigger 
things than narrow eco- 
nomic interests matter. 
(JMARY HILL, 

Birmingham 


Hil WAS amazed to see 
Brazil’s president-elect 
Lula embracing George 
W Bush last week. 

When Lula won we 
were told he was a so- 
cialist who represented 
change and hope. 

But are Lula and his 
Workers Party really so 
radical or are they now 
just a Latin American 
version of New Labour? 
GED 
CHAMBERLAIN, 

Manchester 


MDEVON County Coun- 
cil is transferring its public 
library buildings into the 
ownership of self elected 
private trustees. 

Can anyone tell me 
whether this is legal and 
whether any other county 
councils are doing the 
same? 

BRIAN BOUGHTON, 
by e-mail 
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CHERIE BLAIR tries to 
con us with her tears. 

She wants us to think 
she is just a poor work- 
ing mum struggling to 
cope with all the pres- 
sures and worrying about 
her eldest child going off 
to university. 

Don’t make me laugh. 
She should try living in the 
real world. 

As a working woman 
with three children, the 
eldest of whom has just 
gone to university, I know 
about the kind of stresses 
and pressures, personal and 
financial, that brings. 

You work long hours for 
inadequate pay, and are often 
exhausted. Then you have to 
do your best for your chil- 
dren, struggling to help them 
when there isn’t enough time 
or money. 

You worry when your 
child goes away to college 
about how they will survive, 
and how you will, or will 
not, be able to help them out 
financially. 

Cherie Blair having to 


worry about such things? 
That’s a joke! 

She gets almost a quarter 
of a million pounds a year 
and lives a life of luxury. 
She has her “lifestyle guru”, 
and nannies to look after her 
children. 


Flats 


I don’t suppose Cherie 
Blair will be worrying about 
whether she has the time or 
money to do Christmas 
shopping for her family this 
month either. 

Her children won’t be 
worrying about the rent 
when they go to college. 
The only problem they’ ll 
have will be deciding which 
of mum’s luxury flats to 
live in. 

I suppose the women 
who judges like Cherie send 
down for not paying bills 
also just let one of the balls 
they are juggling drop. 

Cherie Blair is on a dif- 
ferent planet—like the rest 
of her New Labour friends. 
SUE GIBSON, East 

London 


DOUBLE DEALING 
ON DEPORTATION 


HOW HEARTWARMING to hear of Cherie Blair’s in- 
tervention on behalf of immigrant Peter Foster. 
Can we now expect her help in stopping the de- 
portations of Zimbabweans, sent back by home 
secretary David Blunkett’s thugs to certain torture? 
Or Romas, sent back to racist persecution and 


even murder? 


And can we expect her support in stopping the 
Home Office refusing asylum claims from Iraqi 
Kurds, despite the government’s own exposé of the 


KEEP TO ISSUES 
THAT DO MATTER 


horrific persecution they 
have suffered in their 
own country? 

And will she inter- 
vene on behalf of the 
Congolese man whose 
whole body is covered 
in scars and bruising in- 
flicted on him by his 
torturers? 

Immigration officials 
recently turned down 
his appeal against de- 
portation, offering no 
justification. 

But then Cherie is fol- 
lowing a fine tradition of 
other leading New La- 
bour figures helping out 
immigrants. 

Remember Peter 
Mandelson’s interven- 
tion on behalf of the 
Hinduja brothers. 

And who could forget 
her own husband’s ster- 
ling efforts on behalf of 
Lakshmi Mittal? 

ALAN GIBSON, 
Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 


NOT A big deal really, but 
just a quick e-mail to regis- 
ter a degree of disappoint- 
ment at this week’s cover 
(“The Conman In Downing 
Street’). 

The uncompromisingly 
political covers of the past 
few weeks, focusing on the 
war and the firefighters and 
the link between the two, 
have gone down very well 
on my workplace sale in 
York. 

But the reaction of most 
regular buyers to ‘Cherie- 
gate’ has been dismissive: 
@Everyone already knows 
the Blairs are rich, and that 
rich people buy and sell 
property. 

@The Daily Mail and the 
Tories are only making such 


Striking has 


changed how 
PO Box 82 London E3 3LH| MA Le 


‘Try living in 
the real world’ 


CHERIE: more than bad judgement? 


a big deal of this as a way of 
distracting attention from 
the real opposition to the 
government over war and 
the fire dispute. 

@There’s a suspicion of 
some misogyny underlying 
vicious personal attacks on 
Cherie Booth. 

As I say, not a big deal, 
but I thought I should regis- 
ter that Socialist Worker 
buyers here would have pre- 
ferred to see us dismiss 
“Cheriegate” as a distraction. 

I must emphasise that 
this criticism comes only in 
the context of the high 
impact and highly political 
covers of recent months, 
which have gone down very 
well. 


BEN DRAKE, York 


Picture: PA PHOTOS 


OUR firefighters’ strikes 
have transformed people. 
One guy I work with is a 
former soldier. 

When we had a dis- 
cussion a few weeks ago 
about the war on Iraq, 
he supported it. 

Then Gordon Brown 
announced £1 billion for 
the war and in the same 
breath said the country 
could not afford our pay 
rise. 

That incensed people. 
The former soldier is 
now strongly against the 
war. Other people are 
making similar connec- 
tions, especially when 
they see directly how the 
media lies. 

There is a strong feel- 
ing now that we are in 
this along with other 
workers. I think we 
should go all out, appeal 
for support from the 
trade union movement 
and take the fight to the 
government. 

CHARLIE BROWN, 
Islington fire station, 
North London 


Mad monks 
and gurus 


“| WILL find out what 
our Friend thinks. The 
opinion of the Friend 
decides.” 

No, not Cherie Blair 
about her lifestyle “guru”, 
but the Tsarina of Russia 
writing in the years 
before the 1917 Russian 
Revolution. 

The “Friend sent by 
God” was a mad, illiter- 
ate monk called Grigori 
Rasputin. 

One of the leaders of 
the 1917 Russian Rev- 
olution, Leon Trotsky, 
described the Tsar and 
Tsarina in ways that may 
sound strangely familiar 
to your readers. 


Reign 


He wrote, “Through- 
out the whole reign of 
Nicholas and Alexandra 
soothsayers and hyster- 
ics were imported for the 
court from all over Russia 
and other countries. 

“In the Tsar’s train 
there was a whole 
chapel full of large and 
small images, and all 
sorts of fetishes. 

“The monarchy com- 
pletely failed to become 
modernised. On the con- 
trary it withdrew into itself. 
Its spirit of medievalism 
thickened under the 
pressure of hostility and 
fear, until it acquired the 
character of a disgusting 
nightmare overhanging 


the country.” 
ROBERT 
CAMPBELL, South 
London 


Black students give 
MIP anti-war lesson 


| WENT to a black siu- 
dents’ conference at 
the end of November. 

Last year we won 
the right to have a 
black officer, and the 
conference was a 
follow-up to hear from 
our new officer. 

There was a session 
on black representation 
introduced by an Asian 
Labour MP. 

He argued that if a 
few black people get 
into high profile posi- 
tions every black 
person benefits. 

| said that as the 


chair of the Salford Uni- 
versity Black and Asian 
Society my priority was 
campaigning against 
the BNP in my college. 
I started having a go 
at him about the war 
and asked how it bene- 
fited black people to 
see our brothers and 
sisters in Afghanistan 
bombed. | got a huge 
round of applause. 
Then everyone else 
joined in and had a go 
at him as well. 
Suddenly the MP 
had to leave. 
The next day we 


found the army had 
been invited to the 
conference. 

But the only two 
people who visited the 
army stall went to ask 
how come two black 
women had joined the 
army anyway. 

A lot of black stu- 
dents see opposing the 
war as a way of getting 
political representation. 

We now have a 
policy to oppose the 


war. 
MAKOLA 
MAYAMBIKO, 

Salford 
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VENEZUELA: RULING CLASS WANTS ELECTED PRESIDENT OUT 


Workers organise to 
halt nght wing coup 


GEORGE BUSH’S US government openly 
threw itself behind attempts to overthrow Pres- 
ident Hugo Chavez of Venezuela last weekend. 

As it did so the country drew close to civil war. 
The opposition has launched a campaign very simi- 
lar to that which culminated in the overthrow of Sal- 
vador Allende in Chile 29 years ago. 


The employers’ organi- 
sation, the Fedecamaras, the 
opposition parties and the 
right wing leader of the 
CTV union federation, 
Carlos Ortega, have tried to 
shut down all industry with 
a national stoppage begin- 
ning on 2 December. 

They have the backing of 
the owners of all the national 
newspapers and commercial 
TV stations, especially 
Globovision, whose head, 
Gustavo Cisneros, is an old 
fishing friend of George 
Bush Sr. 

They have abandoned 
normal programming to 
give round the clock cover- 
age of the opposition’s 
activities and to paint a pic- 
ture of Chavez as a mania- 
cal dictator out to suppress 
all freedom of speech. 

In fact, Chavez won 
elections just two years ago, 
with 53 percent of the vote, 
and is ready to hold a refer- 
endum on his continuation 
in office next June. 

But that is not good 
enough for the employers and 
the opposition, who are afraid 
he will win any election held 
then. They are out to drive 
him from office now. 

Venezuela is one of the 
most unequal countries in 
the world. Its upper class 
hates Chavez for laws 
which have slightly im- 
proved conditions for the 
majority of Venezuelans 
who live below the poverty 
line—for instance allowing 
them to take over unculti- 
vated land. 

The stoppage has in- 
volved firms locking their 
premises and then claiming 
their employees support 
them. A previous stoppage 
like this on 11 April led to 
sections of the army over- 
throwing Chavez. 

But he was reinstated 
when hundreds of thousands 
of poor people poured into 


by CHRIS HARMAN 


the centre of the capital, 
Caracas, and caused key 
military commanders to 
switch sides. 

In the aftermath Chavez 
made certain concessions to 
placate the opposition, and 
called for “national accord”. 

The opposition took this 
as a sign of his weakness 
and resumed their attempt to 
bring about a coup early in 
October. 

A group of senior army 
officers issued a proclama- 
tion from one of the poshest 
areas of Caracas, Altamira, 
calling for a “civil move- 
ment” against him. 

The first call for a na- 
tional stoppage went out. 

But it soon became clear 
that most ordinary trade 
unionists would not back it. 
The anti-Chavez paper E/ 
Universal reported that the 
Fedepetrol oil union had 
“split over the question”. 

Rafael Rosales, the union 
president, attacked right 
wing union federation leader 
Carlos Ortega for “engaging 
in the political fight and for- 
getting workers”. 

Jesus Hernandez, for 
the Caracas bus drivers, 
said that 80 percent would 
work normally. Franciso 
Torrealba, of the union of 
metro workers, guaranteed 
that they would not strike. 

The opposition had to 
abandon the stoppage after 
just two hours. The new at- 
tempt to get workers to 
support a stoppage on 2 
December was no more 
successful. 

A leader of an opposition 
party, Teodoro Petkoff, ad- 
mitted, “This is, in reality, a 
stoppage of the middle and 
upper classes.” 

What the opposition 


AT LEAST a million people demonstrated last week against attempts to oust Chavez 


REBELLIOUS SPIRIT 


could do was organise large 
protests of their middle class 
supporters in the well-off 
eastern areas of Caracas. 
They could also pressure the 
bosses of the national oil 
monopoly, the PDUSA, and 


of the country’s tanker fleet 
to join the stoppage. 

Such people believe that 
if they can get rid of Chavez 
they can make massive for- 
tunes out of privatisation of 
the oil industry. 


The masses confront the rich 


AT THE beginning of last week petrol 
and diesel deliveries began to close 
down and tanker captains refused 
to load up oil for export. 

They believed they would bring 
Chavez down within days as trans- 
port ground to a halt and people 
started going hungry. 

They had not reckoned with the 
feelings of the great mass of 
Venezuela's workers and poor people. 
Chavez’s supporters organised a 
demonstration of at least a million 
people, larger than anything the op- 
position had been able to manage. 

More importantly, workers began 
taking action themselves to smash 
the lockout. 

A member of the left wing group 
Chispa (Spark) tells how: 


“Concentrations of people took 
place at the El Palito oil refinery in 
the state of Carabobo. One group 
of people were trying to enforce the 
stoppage, the other to end it. 

“These succeeded in preventing 
the closure of the refinery and kept 
the petrol flowing. Many workers re- 
mained, keeping guard on the place 
for four or five days.” 


Industrial 


In the industrial zone of the city of 
Valencia, “there was a tremendous 
concentration of workers who began 
to guarantee the delivery of petrol”. 

In the city of Guayana thousands 
of workers in steel and aluminium 
plants organised themselves to 


make a four-hour journey to the town 
of Anaco to enforce the delivery of 
gas to keep production going. 

Anger at the torrent of lies from 
the media led to huge protests out- 
side the private TV stations, with de- 
mands for them to come under the 
control of the masses. 

Across the poor areas of Cara- 
cas, neighbourhood assemblies 
have been preparing to move hun- 
dreds of thousands of people onto 
the streets if the opposition tries to 
carry out its threat to seize control of 
the presidential palace. 

The slogan is, “If they carry 
through another 11 April” (the day 
the last coup occurred), “we will have 
another 13 April” (the day the work- 
ers and the poor smashed the coup). 


THE MOOD is such that 
some left wingers say that 
the threat of counter- 
revolution is producing a 
genuinely revolutionary 
upsurge—“if not a 1917, 
at least a 1905”. 

It is impossible to tell 
from thousands of miles 
away how realistic such 
talk is. 

Chavez, although 
praising workers who 
have taken over oil re- 
fineries, is still putting his 
faith in the command 
structure of the army to 
keep him in power. 

He sees the mobilisa- 
tion of the workers and 
the poor as providing a 
helping hand to the ac- 
tions of well-intentioned 
officers, not as a way of 
people taking the future 
into their own hands. 

Yet all past experience 
shows that if left to their 
own devices, many of the 


army officers will switch 
sides. 

Chavez also continues 
to preach “constitutional” 
methods, although the 
Venezuelan constitution 
allows the supporters of the 
opposition to dominate the 
Supreme Court. 

This let the organisers 
of April’s coup walk free 
(declaring, incredibly, that 
“there was not a coup”). 


Decreed 


It has also decreed that 
the government has no right 
to prevent private owners 
shutting down industry, and 
is saying that government 
must hand control of Cara- 
cas’s militarised police force 
over to the mayor of the 
city, a leading opposition 
supporter. 

The great mass of work- 
ers and poor people still 
have unlimited faith in 


Chavez, despite his tendency 
to backsliding. 

They talk of “Bolivar- 
ian revolution” (after the 
19th century nationalist 
hero Simon Bolivar), not 
socialist revolution. 

But they have also 
shown an ability to take 
action on a massive scale 
without waiting for 
Chavez. 

This means that, at the 
time of writing, no one can 
tell which way events in 
Venezuela will go in the 
days ahead. 

One thing is certain. A 
new spirit of rebellion is 
rising across Latin Amer- 
ica. Argentina commemo- 
rates a year since its 
spontaneous uprising. 
Brazil awaits on 1 Janu- 
ary the inauguration of a 
Workers Party govern- 
ment committed to im- 
proving the lot of the mass 
of people. 


Picture: PA PHOTOS 
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what socialists say 


‘Consumerism: | 
shop, therefore | am’? 


HELL, IT’S Christmas 
again. Sold to us as the 
best of times, it’s often 
the worst. 

Time to trudge round 
the shopping centre. 
Time to get stuck in a traf- 
fic jam. Time to buy my 
auntie something she 
doesn’t really want, so she 
won't think | don’t care. 

Christmas— bonanza 
time for advertisers. Time 
perhaps to think about 
consumerism. 

Consuming is a neces- 
sary part of life. If we 
don’t eat, we starve to 
death. If we don’t clothe 
ourselves, we shiver. We 
can’t oppose ‘‘consump- 
tion” any more than we 
can oppose breathing. 

But what do we say 
about “consumerism”? 

More than ever in history, 
the shops are bulging with 
“consumer goods”. A lot are 
tat, things that attract us for 
a moment and that we 
rapidly lose interest in. 

But some enter into our 
daily lives. They begin as “lux- 
uries” and end up as social 
necessities. Think of fridges, 
TVs, washing machines, 
computers, prepared foods. 

“Hairshirt socialism” is 
not an attractive option. Who 
wants to live in a hut built of 
mud and wattle, cold and 
dark in the winter? Our lives 
are better for having hot 
water, electricity, gas, the tele- 
phone, access to the inter- 
net, holidays, CDs, tinned and 
frozen foods—you name it. 

But isn’t there a so- 
cialist objection to this? 
Surely consumerism 
corrupts our souls, and 
turns us away from look- 
ing for radical solutions 
to society’s ills? 

It’s not a new theme. In 
19th century Lancashire, 
when workers started wear- 
ing shoes, there were voices 
announcing the death of 
working class politics.“Real” 
workers wore clogs! 

In the 1950s pop sociol- 
ogists told us that consumer 
goods were “bourgeoisifying” 
the working class. Labour lost 
the 1959 election, they said, 
because of washing machines 
and TV sets bought on hire 
purchase. 

It was always a weak 
argument. As one commen- 


COLIN BARKER 
asks if buying 
goods makes us 
slaves to the 
system 


tator wrote at the time, “A 
washing machine is a washing 
machine is a washing ma- 
chine.” It’s not a Tory voter. 
It washes clothes. 

By 1964 there were even 
more consumer goods in 
working class households— 
and Labour won the election 
that year. Not only that, but 
the level of strikes carried on 
rising to the point that a 
Royal Commission declared 
there was “anarchy” on the 
shopfloor in many industries. 
Somehow workers managed 
to ignore the sociologists. 

Are the most militant 
workers those with nothing? 
Far from it. Those who find 
it hardest to organise them- 
selves are often the poorest 
in society. If absolute poverty 
was the detonator of social 
protest, Africa would be in 
total revolt. 


Rising 


Being reasonably fed, 
housed and clothed doesn’t 
stop workers fighting—it 
makes it easier. 

The French thinker 
Alexis de Tocqueville made 
a sensible point when he 
said that revolutions come 
when people’s expectations 
are rising. 

So we shouldn’t rail 
against “consumerism” in 
simple-minded ways. Social- 
ists should fight for higher 
not lower living standards. 

That doesn’t mean 
there’s not a problem with 
consumerism. But the prob- 
lem is not material goods— 
it’s the capitalist organisation 
of consumption. 

Capitalism depends on 
selling us enormous quanti- 
ties of goods—not just on 
the basis of straightforward 
“material need” but because 
many of those goods are 
also made to carry impor- 
tant symbolic meanings. 

Material goods help us 
shape and know “who we 
are’. As consumers, we seem 
to be creatures of free choice, 
able to express ourselves as 
we want—if only through 


what we buy. We gain at least 
the illusion of control over 
our lives. 

The fact that these 
goods are—for most of 
us—mass produced, and on 
sale in shopping malls 
across the world, is not the 
point. We can select from 
such a glittering and varied 
array. 

By choosing, we can 
make a partial statement 
about our individual “iden- 
tity’. We're encouraged to 
do this by the billions of 
pounds spent on advertis- 
ing. Yet there’s a paradox in 
the advertising. 

Advert after advert 
offers a promise. Buy me 
and your life will be more 
fulfilled, happier. 

Yet how is that fulfilment 
and happiness measured, 
even in the adverts? In social 
terms. This product will 
make you more popular, 
more lovable, more able to 
belong. Colour your hair this 
way, and you'll get kissed... 

So even the images of the 
individual are cast in terms of 
social relationships. 

Capitalist culture individ- 
ualises us. But other realities 
keep breaking through. We 
may shop till we drop, but 
then we still have to earn the 
means to pay off the bills. 

“lowe, | owe, it’s off to 
work | go.” 

We work. We raise fam- 
ilies. We seek friendships 
and loving relationships. We 
are more than consumers, 
and those other realities 
always undermine the sim- 
plicities of “consumerism”. 

Marx called religion 
the heart of a heartless 
world, the soul of a soul- 
less condition, the opium 
of the people. 

The same analysis fits 
consumerism, capitalism’s 
modern religion. The differ- 
ence is that Marx could stand 
quite outside religion and 
offer his analysis. 

Today none of us can 
resist entirely the lure of the 
modern churches, the malls 
and palaces of shopping. 

The modern Christmas 
is a festival devoted to the 
commodity god. 

In reality, worshipping 
that god is exhausting, and 
always disappointing. That’s 
why we resent Christmas, 
at the same time that we 
relentlessly join the rush. 


Ls 
aout US 
siralegic 
power, 
control 


INCE WORLD War 
Two the US has been 
the dominant world 
power. In some ways 
that power has de- 
clined substantially, like in its 
share of wealth and production. 

In other measures it has increased— 
military force. 

America’s predecessor in world con- 
trol understood very well what was hap- 
pening as World War Two drew to a close. 

There was a mini-war going on be- 
tween the US and Britain over the 
Middle East, particularly over oil. 

Britain recognised that the “eco- 
nomic imperialism of US business inter- 
ests is proactive under a cloak of 
nebulent and avuncular nationalism that 
is trying to elbow us out”. 

British leaders chose to join the US 
enterprise, including their own expertise 
acquired through centuries. 

That includes the method of enforce- 
ment, elegantly formulated by Lloyd 
George 70 years ago in his succinct 
phrase, “We must reserve the right to 
bomb niggers.” 

The “niggers” he had in mind were 
Iraqis, Kurds and Afghans, just to show 
you how much things have changed. 
Others would qualify if necessary. 

Lloyd George was complimenting the 
government for undermining the disar- 
mament treaty which would have banned 
the aerial bombardment of civilians. 

This was Britain’s primary technique 
for controlling the “uncivilised tribes”, 
as Churchill called them. 

He personally preferred poison gas. 
He said it caused “lively terror amongst 
the recalcitrant Arabs”. 

US-British power now is globally 
dominant on the surface. 

Many people across the world agree 
with Nelson Mandela that there’s a major 
threat to world peace and it comes from 
the dangerous policies of trying to bully 
others that come from Washington. 

Even the US national press recognises 
this. A story in the national press a couple 
of weeks ago pointed out that “the world 
is now more concerned about the unbri- 
dled use of American power than about 
the threat posed by Saddam Hussein”. 


A RECENT lead story in the New York 
Times said, ‘‘Whatever the diplomatic 
niceties the US regards the UN resolu- 
tion as all the authority it needs to act 
against Iraq.” 

The “diplomatic niceties” are a fig 
leaf for diplomats and commentators to 
convince themselves that they are getting 
the US to pay attention to world opinion. 

The operative doctrine couldn’t be 
put more clearly, from the president on 
downwards, than by the administration 
official who said, “The UN is relevant 
when it grants Washington’s authority to 
do what it wants to.” 

Otherwise it’s irrelevant. There’s 
nothing entirely new about that but the 
brazenness is unusual. 

There’s no need for surprise in this. 
The people who are running the show 
now are recycled Reaganites from the 
Reagan and the first Bush administration. 

Now they have a lot more power. 
They have new mechanisms for domi- 
nation through international economic 
arrangements. 

What’s going on in Brazil is a very 
dramatic example of that. 

There was a populist president in 
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Brazil 40 years ago, but the US didn’t 
like him. So they organised a military 
coup that installed the first neo-Nazi se- 
curity state in Latin America which put 
an end to that problem. This was begun 
by the Kennedy administration. 

Brazil is such an important country it 
had a domino effect and spread through- 
out the region, creating a huge plague of 
repression. Now there is a new populist 
president in Brazil elected in a very de- 
mocratic election. 

But there is no military coup. For one 
reason they probably couldn’t carry it 
off. Society and cultures have changed— 
it wouldn’t be supported in the US and 
couldn’t be in Brazil. It is a good sign. 

But also they don’t need to. As soon 
as the international investors recog- 
nised that Lula was going to be elected 
they then started turning the screws on 
the Brazilian economy in ways which 
are now possible, which weren’t 
possible then—one of the effects of 
neo-liberalism. 

This makes it possible to strangle the 
country if it goes the wrong way—if it 
carries out improper policies like those 
that put the population before foreign in- 
vestors. For instance attacking the cur- 
rency, capital flight. 

That’s the main contribution of neo- 
liberalism to democracy. 


THOSE AT the helm in Washington 
are not conservatives. They are radi- 
cal statist reactionaries. 

Domestically they are ready to create 


1980s El Salvador (top). Today 
resistance to US imperialism is growing, including at 
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°The international programmes of 
the Reagan years are being 


reinstituted. They left a trail of 


destruction in Central America, 
the Middle East, Southern Africa... 
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a huge federal deficit through a tax cut 
for the rich and the biggest surge in fed- 
eral spending in 20 years. 

With the deficit they explain the need 
for “fiscal responsibility”. That means cut- 
ting services for the general population. 

It is very similar to the Reagan 
years—slow growth and stagnation 
amongst the majority of the population 
and a greater concentration of wealth. 

The international programmes of the 
Reagan years are also being reinstituted. 

The first thing the Reagan adminis- 
tration did was declare a “war on terror”. 

This war on terrorism constructed an 
impressive trail of destruction in Central 
America, the Middle East, southern 
Africa and elsewhere. 

In 1983 they started to terrify people 
that an airbase was being built on 
Grenada and the Russians were going to 
use it to bomb the US. 

Grenada was invaded. 

Shortly after that they found that the 
Sandinistas in Nicaragua were two days 
marching distance from Texas, so they 
fought a major terrorist war against them. 

“They come straight from Mein 
Kampf,” the Secretary of State 
explained—the Colin Powell of the 
day, the official “moderate”. 

They saw Nicaragua as “a dagger 
pointed at the heart of Texas”. 

There was a national emergency 
called because of the threat to the secu- 
rity and existence of the US by the gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua. 

It was an attempt to frighten the pop- 
ulation so they accept the general assault 


against them. You can see this happening 
right now. It’s working very well. 

At the recent mid-term congressional 
elections the Republicans retained votes. 

On social and economic issues 
people preferred the Democrats, but this 
was eclipsed by security concerns, par- 
ticularly the threat of Iraq. 

As the campaign for the election 
began in the summer that’s when Iraq 
became not just a rotten place but an im- 
minent threat to our survival. 

A perfectly mainstream political an- 
alyst writes, “The administration can 
only sustain power through international 
adventurism, radical pre-emptive mili- 
tary strategies and a hunger for a politi- 
cally convenient and perfectly timed 
confrontation with Iraq.” 


THERE’S MORE to US policy. There 
are longstanding and important inter- 
ests, such as regaining control of the 
second largest oil reserves in the 
world. 

September 11 provided a pretext, as 
it did for repressive governments all over 
the world, such as Russia in Chechnya. 

When the presidential campaign 
opens next year campaign managers are 
presumably planning to have an easy 
victory chalked up regardless of the de- 
struction in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The narrow escape from world de- 
struction during the Cuban missile crisis 
of 1962 is highly relevant today. 

So much so that it ought to be the 
prime topic of discussion everywhere. 


Today the scale of opposition to 
the US is unprecedented, a severe 
challenge to imperialism? 


The reasons for it are still headlines 
today—tregime change and international 
terrorism. 

The missile crisis was the conse- 
quence of a massive campaign of inter- 
national terrorism against Cuba 
launched by the Kennedy administration 
and the Eisenhower administration. 

Kennedy writes, “The very existence 
of the Castro regime constitutes a suc- 
cessful defiance of the US, a negation of 
our whole hemispheric policy of almost 
a century and a half.” The Russians were 
barely mentioned. 

The US was concerned that the suc- 
cess of Cuba might inspire others with 
similar problems to follow what was 
called the Castro ideal. 

This led to a major terrorist cam- 
paign, escalated in 1962 with the miss 
crisis. 

Cuba is an official centre of “inter’ 
tional terrorism’’, but the actual terro 
from the US. 

Notions like regime change and 
ternational terrorism are not new, 
those who are now running the sho 
Washington did break some records 
international terrorism the last time. 


THE US National Governanc 
Council, which is a collection of in 
telligence agencies, published an 
important document called 
“Global Trans 2015”. 

In it they make a number of pre- 
dictions for the coming 15 years. 
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Their main one is that what is called 
globalisation will continue on course: 
“Its evolution will be rocky, with in- 
creasing financial volatility and a widen- 
ing economic divide.” 

Globalisation is supposed to lead to 
convergence in a single model. They’ re 
saying the opposite. There is going to 
be less globalisation in the technical 
sense, but more globalisation in the 
doctrinal sense. 

They go on to say that as globalisa- 
tion proceeds “deepening economic 
stagnation will foster political, ethnic, 
ideological, religious extremism along 
with violence, very much of it directed 
against the US”. 

So globalisation will spawn terror di- 
rected against those who are responsible 
for the daily oppression of the masses of 
people. 

The same assumptions are made by 
military planners. 

Five years ago a document called 
“Visions for 2020” was published. They 
predicted that with the “growing gap be- 
tween the haves and the have-nots” the 
have-nots will become disruptive and 
need to be controlled. 

That’s part of the motive behind the 
vast expansion of US military power to 
keep the rest of the world in line which 
is needed to protect US investments 
against the threats caused by the grow- 
ing economic divide. 

The national intelligence council has 
predicted that “the Persian Gulf region 
will see a large increase in oil produc- 
tion capacity and will rise in importance 
in world energy markets”. 

Therefore the US must control it. 

The issue is not access—it is control. 

In 1958, a major year in world affairs 
and the Middle East, the Eisenhower ad- 
ministration identified three major 
crises—in the Middle East, in North 
Africa and in Egypt. All oil producers, 
all secular then. 

Eisenhower reiterated that “the Per- 
sian Gulf area is the most strategically 
important area in the world. To lose con- 
trol of this strategic position and re- 
sources in the Middle East would be 
worse than the loss of China.” 

In this context the war on Iraq can be 
expected to place the US in a command- 
ing position on the world energy markets, 
controlling the flow and profits—and 
probably provide the US with an impor- 
tant military base in the centre of this 
source of strategic power. 

There are very strong challenges to 
this whole system. 

The scale and character of opposition 
to the Iraq war are completely without 
precedent in Europe and the US, and far 
beyond any comparative stage in the 
Vietnam War. 

The emerging global justice move- 
ment has placed a severe challenge to 
economic imperialism. 

We have the means to determine 
whether policy is shifted dramatically to 
a different and more constructive work. 
Mi This speech was filmed and will 
be put on the Internet. To download 
it go to www.redpepper.org.uk 

It is also available on cassette or 
CD. To order a copy send a cheque 
for £6 made out to “Red Pepper” to 
Red Pepper Recordings, 1b Water- 
low Road, London N19 5NJ. 


10 SOCIALIST WORKER 21 December 2002 


(1) Who said, “My suggestion to 
shoot a few leaders was nota 
suggestion to kill them”? 

(a) Labour minister Nick Raynsford about 
the firefighters 

(b) US president George Bush about the 
Iraqi government 

(c) Colombian president Alvaro Uribe 
about the left wing opposition 

(d) General Sir Robert Ford about Bloody 
Sunday in 1972 


(2) Who said, “Blitzkrieg was an 
enormous success”? 

(a) US defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
(b) Former Tory minister Alan Clark 

(c) Labour defence secretary Geoff Hoon 
(d) Novelist Martin Amis 


(3) Why did Tony Blair say, “It’s the 
world we live in. It’s the nature of 
modern business”? 

(a) His personal hairdresser had asked 
for a wage rise 

(b) His son Leo had started asking for 
pocket money 

(c) 1,000 workers near his constituency 
had lost their jobs 

(d) Bosses’ pay had risen by an average 
of 16 percent 


(4) Who did best in an opinion poll 
for British head of state? 

(a) Laa-Laa (a Teletubby) 

(b) Sooty 

(c) Tony Blair 

(d) Prince Charles 


(5) According to a major opinion 
survey in August, 68 percent of 
people in Britain agreed with which 
of these statements: 

(a) “I’m working class and proud of it” 
(b) “Tony Blair has made Britain a much 
better place to live in” 

(c) “The unions should have more power 
today” 

(d) “The World Cup has been a complete 
turn-off” 


(6) What was iced on Ken Jackson’s 
celebration cake before the result of 
the Amicus election—which he lost 
to Derek Simpson? 

(a) “Ken Jackson, always a winner” 

(b) “Ken Jackson, a slice of success” 
(c) “Ken Jackson, partnership wins” 
(d) “Sir Ken, noble and nice” 


(7) Who said, “A growing divide 
between the haves and have-nots 
has left increasing numbers in dire 
poverty”? 

(a) Clare Short, development secretary 
(b) Nelson Mandela 

(c) Joseph Stiglitz, former World Bank 
chief economist 

(d) Kylie Minogue 


(8) A 30-year campaign to get a 
pedestrian crossing outside 


(a) Holidays 
(b) Pretzels 
(c) Children 
(d) Alcohol 


march 


tember 


Worcester Hospital succeeded this 
year. Why was it not a total victory? 
(a) The crossing was sponsored by Rentokil 
(b) You have to pay 20p to use it 

(c) The road has closed 

(d) The hospital has closed 


(9) Who said, “The American 
government are bullies. They’ve 
largely controlled the world for the 
past 50 years with money, political 
power and military force”? 

(a) Actor John Thaw 

(b) Artist Tracey Emin 

(c) Singer George Michael 

(d) General Sir Michael Rose 


(10) “We are all **** now”. What’s 
missing from Peter Mandelson’s 
remark? 

(a) Thatcherites 

(b) Finished 

(c) New Labour 

(d) Working class 


(11) Who said, “I’m more liberal than 
| was ten years ago. That’s not 
saying a lot”? 

(a) Ulster Unionist David Trimble 

(b) Former PCS union leader Barry 
Reamsbottom 

(c) Home secretary David Blunkett 

(d) Tory Norman Tebbit 


(12) John Mayo, the former finance 
director of Marconi which has axed 
8,000 jobs, is now: 

(a) Working with the homeless in Calcutta 
(b) Taking out adverts in local papers to 
apologise to redundant workers 

(c) Trying to become a New Labour MP 
(d) Suing the company for £1.6 million in 
pension as well as his £1 million payoff 


(13) Fill in the missing words from a 
Sainsbury’s store announcement in 
Swansea on 31 October: “We 
apologise for the inconvenience but 
there is **** in aisles seven, eight 
and nine.” 

(a) A protest in support of firefighters 
(b) An anti-war demonstration 

(c) A Countryside Alliance protest 

(d) A Marxist forum 


<€PIC 1: What does this US anti- 
war placard want George Bush 
to have more of? 


PPIC 2: Where were these 
children protesting? 

(a) At the European Social 
Forum in Florence 

(b) On the Countryside Alliance 


(c) On the 400,000-strong anti- 
war march in London in Sep- 


(d) At the Anti Nazi League car- 
nival in Manchester 


(14) What did Tony Blair call public 
sector workers in a speech at 
Labour’s spring conference? 

(a) Scars on my back 

(b) Forces of conservatism 

(c) Wreckers 

(d) Union aristocrats 


(15) What was the enticing 
destination offered by holiday firm 
New Men Travel earlier this year? 

(a) A tour of the devastated Chernobyl 
nuclear plant 

(b) A tour to support the “respected 
author” Jeffrey Archer in prison 

(c) A tour of the animal funeral pyres re- 
sulting from foot and mouth 

(d) A tour to see poverty in Glasgow “from 
the safety of your coach” 


(16) Why did a British police 
superintendent get into trouble in 
Lithuania this year? 

(a) He called the president “worse than 
Joseph Stalin” 

(b) He arrested the only three black 
people in the country 

(c) He urinated on the presidential palace 
(d) He ran over the president’s dog 


(17) Who said, “Ethics are 
incompatible with what we have to 
do because capitalism is based on 
greed”? 

(a) WorldCom boss Bernie Ebbers 

(b) Stagecoach boss Brian Souter 

(c) Transport secretary Alistair Darling 
(d) Transport secretary Stephen Byers 


(18) Why did Labour cabinet 
ministers say, “This government is 
not for sale—we will not be 
bought”? 

(a) The party had been offered money 
by pornographer Richard Desmond 

(b) The party had been offered money 
by accountancy firm Arthur Andersen 
(c) The party had been offered money by 
energy firm Enron 

(d) The RMT union had asked sponsored 
MPs to oppose privatisation 


(19) The disposable wealth of the 


top 5 percent of the population is 
now Officially: 

(a) £600 billion, a quarter of all private 
wealth 

(b) £1,100 billion, half of all private wealth 
(c) £1,300 billion, 60 percent of all pri- 
vate wealth 

(d) Far too much, whatever the figure is! 


(20) What percentage of Birmingham 
council tenants voted against plans 
to privatise their housing? 

(a) 67 percent 

(b) 52 percent 

(c) 78 percent 

(d) 49.9 percent 


(21) Who said, “The Labour Party is 
more pro-business, pro wealth 
creation and pro-competition than 
ever before”? 

(a) TGWU union leader Bill Morris 

(b) RMT union leader Bob Crow 

(c) Chancellor Gordon Brown 

(d) Former Tory prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher 


(22) Which rich bigot who died this 
year said, “A skip through Mein 
Kampf gives you a good idea of 
Hitler’s obvious sincerity”? 

(a) Princess Margaret 

(ob) The Queen Mother 

(c) Jonas Savimbi, leader of Angola’s 
CIA-backed Unita movement 

(d) Lady Diana Mosley 


(23) Buckingham Palace, it was 
revealed this year, has: 

(a) 10,000 windows 

(ob) Three miles of carpet 

(c) 690 rooms 

(d) All of the above 


(24) According to the British Crime 
Survey, crime during the last five 
years has: 

(a) Stayed the same 

(b) Risen by 15 percent 

(c) Fallen by 12 percent 

(d) Fallen by 33 percent 


(25) Who said four times in a leaked 
document that it was necessary to 
organise to stop “left wing 
fundamentalists” winning union 
posits? 

(a) TUC officials 

(b) New Labour officials 

(c) The Catholic church 

(d) MI5 


(26) The US military budget for next 
year is: 

(a) $396 billion 

(b) $40 billion 

(c) $380 billion 

(d) $400 billion 


ANSWERS ON PAGE 12 


AMID THE now traditional 
mountains of dross on the 
TV over Christmas there 
are a few things worth 
watching, or setting the 
video for: 


Saturday 21 December 


AN IDEAL HUSBAND 
(6.45pm, BBC2). Recent film 
version based on the witty 
Oscar Wilde play about an MP 
threatened by blackmail. 


Sunday 22 December 


FIGHT CLUB (9pm, BBC2). 
You'll either love or hate this 
controversial film about 
disaffection, violence and 
consumerism. 


Christmas Eve 


A BUG’S LIFE (5.45pm, 
BBC1). On the surface a 
whimsical story for children, in 
reality a biting critique of US 
imperialism and example of 
how united opposition can 
defeat it! 

SUNSHINE (12.35am, C4). A 
good film that tells the story of 
three generations of a 
Hungarian Jewish family, 
against a background of political 
turmoil through the 20th century. 


Christmas Day 

CHICKEN RUN (4.50pm, 
BBC1). From the makers of 
Wallace and Gromit. Chickens 
unite to win their freedom and 
avoid becoming pies. 
TOPSY-TURVY (9.05pm, 
BBC2). This film about the light 
opera composers Gilbert and 
Sullivan was a departure for 
director Mike Leigh. It has a 
great cast including Jim 
Broadbent, Timothy Spall and 
Lesley Manville. 


Boxing Day 

GOODBYE MR CHIPS 
(8.30pm, ITV1). TV remake of 
the classic 1939 film in which a 
public school teacher looks 
back at the horror of the First 
World War as the Second 
World War approaches. 


Saturday 28 December 


DARWIN’S DAUGHTER 
(7.50pm, C4). “Drama 
documentary” which aims to 
link Darwin’s development of 
his theory of evolution with a 
personal crisis. 


Sunday 29 December 
MANSFIELD PARK (8pm, 


BBC1). Recent adaptation of 
Jane Austen’s novel about a 
woman from an impoverished 


family sent to stay with her rich 


relatives. 
AMERICAN BEAUTY 


(10.05pm, BBC1). A great take 


on the death of the American 
dream. The film stars Kevin 
Spacey, who rebels when he 
loses his job. 


On a screen near you 


IF YOURE fed up with bad TV 
programmes, why not head 
out for the cinema? There 
have been a host of good 
films released recently that 
will still be showing over the 
Christmas holiday period. 
THE QUIET AMERICAN 
Gripping new adaptation of a 
Graham Greene novel, which 
exposes the activities of the 
CIA in 1950s Vietnam. 
DIRTY PRETTY THINGS 
Good new film about the 


trials and suffering faced by 
refugees forced to survive 
illegally. 

RABBIT-PROOF FENCE 

Film based on the true story 
of how the Australian gov- 
ernment tore mixed-race Abo- 
riginal/white children from 
their parents, right up until 
1971. It also paints a powerful 
picture of resistance. 


BOWLING FOR 
COLUMBINE 


Michael Moore’s hilarious and 


moving exposé of the mad- 
ness of gun laws in the US. 

There are not many people 
who could tie together a mas- 
sacre in a high school, the 
war in Kosovo and Charlton 
Heston—but Michael Moore 
brings it off! 


DONNIE DARKO 

Time travel movie that has a 
powerful message about 
being young in the US and the 
hypocrisy of the fundamental- 
ist right. 


TOP TEN 70s SOUL 
(12.05pm, C4). This promises 
to be a cut above the usual 
dross on the “top ten” 
programmes, featuring rare 
archive footage. 


Monday 30 December 


LA CONFIDENTIAL (9pm, 
BBC2). Atmospheric, enjoyable 
crime thriller based on a novel 


A selection worth 
giving an ear to 


IF THE TV is just too bad, 
here are a few radio 
highlights worth trying: 

THE ADVENTURES OF 
HUCKLEBERRY FINN (starts 
Saturday 21 December, 9pm, 
Radio 4) is a serialisation of 
Mark Twain’s classic 
anti-slavery novel. 


LITTLE JOE AND THE BEST 
OF ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS 
(Sunday 22 December, 9pm, 
Radio 4) is a play which is a 
modern version of Voltaire’s 
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Classic 
crackers 


CHRISTMAS wouldn't be 
Christmas without classic 
old films. Here are some of 
our favourites: 


TWELVE ANGRY MEN. 
Brilliant film with Henry 
Fonda as alone manona 
jury trying to convince his 
fellow jurors to pass a not 
guilty verdict (Monday 23 
December, 12.50am, 
ITV1). 


CASABLANCA. The 
classic love story set in the 
Second World War 
(Christmas Eve, 8pm, C5). 


ITS A WONDERFUL 
LIFE. James Stewart stars 
as a failed small-town 
businessman who 
fantasises about what life 
would have been like if 
he’d never been born 
(Christmas Day, 5.50pm, 
BBC2). 


SOME LIKE IT HOT. 
Enjoyable comedy with 
Marilyn Monroe, and Jack 
Lemmon and Tony Curtis 
donning female disguise 
to escape the Mob 
(Boxing Day, 12.15am 
ITV1). 


VERTIGO. The great 
Hitchcock film about 
obsession and betrayal 
(New Year’s Day, 
12.15am, ITV1). 


by James Ellroy uncovering 
police violence and corruption. 


New Year’s Day 


BILLY ELLIOT (9pm, BBC1). 
Excellent film about a young 
boy from a mining village who 
wants to be a ballet dancer. 
Includes great scenes about 
police violence from the 1984-5 
miners’ strike. 


biting, and hilarious, 18th 
century satire Candide. 


AN AUDIENCE WITH TONY 
BENN AND DAVID DAVIS 
(Sunday 29 December, 
10.05pm, Radio 4) is a debate 
on public services with 
questions from a live 
audience. 


| AM DAVID (Thursday 2 
January, 2.15pm, Radio 4) is 
an acclaimed play seeing the 
world through the eyes of a 
12 year old refugee. 
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Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BIRMINGHAM ERDINGTON 
Anti-capitalism: 
does the movement need 
political parties? 

Sat 11 Jan, 3pm, Erdington Baptist 
Church, Wood End, Sixways. 

BIRMINGHAM HARBORNE 
Does the media control 
public opinion? 

Sun 12 Jan, 2.30pm, Open 
University Centre, High St. 

BIRMINGHAM KINGSHEATH 
Vietnam: when a 
superpower was humbled 
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, Dance 
Centre, Alcester Rd. 

BLACKWOOD 
Vietnam: when US 
imperialism was humbled 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.15pm, Blackwood 
Miners Institute. 

With Mike Panny. 

BOLTON 
What have strikes 
got to do with socialism? 

Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, Bolton 

Central Library, Le Mans Crescent. 

BRADFORD 
Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, Bradford 
Library, Princes St. 

BRISTOL BEDMINSTER 
Palestine: can it ever be free? 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, Southall 
Community Centre, Beauley Rd. 

BRISTOL EASTON 
Are women equal today? 

Sun 26 Jan, 4pm, Cafe Matreiya, 
St Mark’s Rd. 

BRISTOL GLOUCESTER ROAD 
Can the trade unions 
challenge capitalism? 

Sun 19 Jan, 3pm, Frendo’s Cafe, 
Pickton St, Montpellier. 

BURNLEY 
Does the media 
control our ideas? 

Tue 7 Jan, 7.30pm, Shalamar 

Indian Restaurant, Church St. 
CHESTERFIELD 
What would real 
democracy look like? 

Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, Market Halls, 

Market Sq. With Colin Barker. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 
production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 


CRAWLEY 

Is capitalism creating a world 
working class? 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, Three 
Bridges Community Centre, Gales 
Place. With Tom Hickey. 
DONCASTER 
Vietnam: 

when the US was humbled 
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, The Point, South 
Parade. With Chris Bambery. 
DUDLEY 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Tue 14 Jan, 8pm, Claughton 
Community Centre, Blowers Green. 
GATESHEAD 

Reform, resistance 

and revolution 

Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, Gateshead 
Library, Prince Consort Rd. 
GLOUCESTER 

Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Thu 9 Jan, 5.30pm, Warehouse, 
Parliament St. 

HARLOW 

What would real 

democracy be like? 

Wed 15 Jan, 8pm, Polly’s Pantry, 
Wych Elm. 

HUDDERSFIELD 

Does the media 
control our ideas? 
Thu 9 Jan, 6pm, Coffeevolution, 
Wood St. 

LEEDS BEESTON 

Malcolm X and the struggle 
for black liberation 
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, Tunstall Road 
Community Centre. 

LEEDS HAREHILLS 
Are the police there 
to solve crime? 
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, Pakistani 
Community Centre. 

LEEDS HEADINGLEY 

How capitalism 
underdevelops Africa 

Sun 5 Jan, 6pm, Deli Katessen 
Cafe, Hyde Park Corner. 
LEICESTER 

Islam, resistance and 
revolution 

Mon 6 Jan, 7.30pm, Cafe Mozart, 
London Rd. 

LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 
Why is war central to 
capitalism? 
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, Collect 
Gallery, Laske Lane. 


SOCIALIST 
WORKER 
ACTIVISTS 
SCHOOL 


LONDONGE SER FUE 


Phone 020 7538 5821 CSET OR NR eat 


THE SOCIALIST Workers Party is 
organising an activists’ school in 
January next year. 

The school aims to bring together 
socialists to discuss and plan how to 
build resistance in the new year to 
war on Iraq, neo-liberalism and Blair. 

Meetings and workshops include: 
from anti-capitalism to revolution; the 
revolutionary party, movement and 
class; and why we need a rank and 
file movement. 

The school will link the political and 
practical sides of activism. 

As many SWP activists as possible 
should come to the school. It costs 
£20 per person. 


LIVERPOOL BIRKENHEAD 
Anti-capitalism: 

does the movement need 
political parties? 

Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, Oxton 
Green Community Centre, 
Christchurch Rd. 

LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 

Why is war central to 
capitalism? 

Tue 7 Jan, 7pm, Yemeni 
Community Centre, Lodge Lane. 
LOWESTOFT 

Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, Havelock, 
Love Rd. With Rachel Solomon. 
LUTON 
Are women liberated? 

Mon 6 Jan, 7.30pm, CoMotion 
Coffee Bar (next to Thistle Hotel). 
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 
Do we need the media on our 
side to win? 

Wed 8 Jan, 4.30pm, 

Altrincham Library. 
MANCHESTER LONGSIGHT 
Marx: the first anti-capitalist? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, Misty’s 
Veggie Cafe, Stockport Rd. 
MANCHESTER PRESTWICH 

Do we live in a democracy? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, Caribbean 
Retreat, Clifton Rd. 


_ INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 

i We oppose everything which turns 

_ workers from one country against those 

_ from other countries. 

We oppose racism and imperialism. We 

oppose all immigration controls. We 
support the right of black people and other 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
_ defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 
The experience of Russia demonstrates 
_ that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


_ isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
_ parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


' state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


taken over and used by the working class. | 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
of workers’ delegates 


based upon counci 
and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
_ lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
_ To achieve socialism the most militant 


_ sections of the working class have to be 


_ organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 

- activity in the mass organisations of the 

_ working class. 

i We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


_ reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


_ interests. We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 
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MANCHESTER RUSHOLME 
Imperialism in the Middle East 
Thu 16 Jan, 6.30pm, Jaffa 
Restaurant, Wilmslow Rd. 

MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
If money can cross borders, 
why not people? 

Tue 7 Jan, 8pm, Withington 
Community Centre, Burton Rd. 

NEATH 
Do the trade unions need 
political representation? 

Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, Mocha Jo’s 
(near Safeway). 

NEWCASTLE HEATON 
Why is war central to 
capitalism? 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Chillingham, Chillingham Rd. 

NEWCASTLE WEST END 
Vietnam: whan the US was 
humbled 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, Linwood 
Centre (off West Rd). 

NEWPORT 
1917: when war led to 
revolution 
Tue 7 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Newport Centre. 

NORTHAMPTON 
Can workers run society? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7pm, Cafe Msaada, 
Kettering Rd (nr Picturedome). 

NOTTINGHAM CITY CENTRE 
How do ideas change? 

Wed 15 Jan, 1pm, Rat and Parrot, 
Woolaton St. 

NOTTINGHAM HYSON GREEN 
Is racism getting worse? 
Wed 15 Jan, 7pm, Forestfield 
Community Centre, Sturton St. 

NOTTINGHAM SHERWOOD 
Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Tue 14 Jan, 7.30pm, The Place, 
Melrose St. 

OLDHAM 
The bloody history of 
British imperialism 
Thu 16 Jan, 7pm, West Indian 
Community Centre, Horsedge St. 
With Chris Bambery. 

OXFORD 
What would real 
democracy look like? 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, Mitre, 
High St. 

PLYMOUTH 
Revolution: is it possible? 
Mon 6 Jan, 7.15pm, Martinsgate 
Community Centre, Brightside. 


PONTEFRACT 

Does the media control public 
opinion? 

Sun 12 Jan, 5pm, Squash Club. 
PRESTON 

1917: when war led to 
revolution 
Tue 14 Jan, 7.30pm, Unity 
Community Centre, Shepherd St. 
READING 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.30pm, 
International Solidarity Centre, 
London St. 

ROCHESTER 
Are women equal today? 
Thu 16 Jan, 8pm, Eon Internet 
Cafe, Rochester High St. 
SCUNTHORPE 

Malcolm X 

Mon6 Jan, 7pm, 

Central Community Centre, 
Lindum St (opp bus station). 
SHEFFIELD CITY CENTRE 
Vietnam: when US imperialism 
was humbled 
Thu 9 Jan, 6pm, Coffee 
Revolution, Church St. 
SHEFFIELD HEELEY 

Marx: the first anti-capitalist? 
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, Hartley St 
Community Centre. 

SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 
Vietnam: when US imperialism 
was humbled 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, Burton St 
Community Centre. 

SHEFFIELD NETHER EDGE 
Are women equal today? 

Sat 11 Jan, 3pm, TC’s internet 
cafe, Abbeydale Rd. 

ST ALBANS 
The General Strike of 1926 
Mon 6 Jan, 7.30pm, Trinity 
Church Hall, Victoria St. 

With lan Birchall. 

SWANSEA 
The Black Panthers 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Uplands Diner. 

WAKEFIELD 
Can the trade unions 
challenge capitalism? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Black Rock. 

WATFORD 
What’s behind 

Bush’s drive to war? 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, Costa Coffee, 
High St. 


WIGAN 

Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Thu 9 Jan, 8pm, 

Mab’s Cross Hotel. 

YORK 

Is there a global working 
class? 

Wed 15 Jan, 8pm, 

Priory Street Centre. 


ACTON 
Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon? 

Tue 7 Jan, 7.30pm, West London 
Trade Union Club, Acton High St. 

BARKING 
Palestine: 
can it ever be free? 

Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Barking Library. 

BAYSWATER 
The bloody history of 
British imperialism 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, Coffee 
Island, Westbourne Grove 
(nr Bayswater ©). 

BRENT 
Islam and Islamophobia 
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, Willesden 
Library, Willesden High Rd. 

With Anne Alexander. 

BRIXTON 
Did Lenin lead to Stalin? 

Mon 13 Jan, 7.30pm, back room, 
Dogstar, Coldharbour Lane. 

CAMBERWELL & PECKHAM 
Imperialism and workers’ 
revolt in Latin America 
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, upstairs, Snug 
Bar, Camberwell Church St. 

CLAPHAM 
Is the media all-powerful? 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, Venn Street 
Community Centre (nr Clapham 
Common @). 

CROYDON 
How capitalism underdevelops 
Africa 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, Spice Cafe, 
Surrey St. 

EAST HAM 
Is capitalism creating a global 
working class? 

Wed 8 Jan, 6.30pm, Indo Ceylon 
Cafe, St John’s Rd 
(off High St North). 

ELEPHANT & WALWORTH 
Marx: the first anti-capitalist? 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.30pm, Pullens 
Centre, 184 Crampton St. 

ELTHAM 
Can capitalism be replaced? 
Tue 14 Jan, 7.30pm, St Mary’s 
Community Centre, Eltham High St. 

ENFIELD 
Karl Marx: 
the first anti-capitalist? 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Edmonton Green Leisure Centre, 
Plevna Rd. 

EUSTON 
Argentina in revolt: 
video showing 
Wed 15 Jan, 6.30pm, Cafe Muse, 
Museum St. 

FINSBURY PARK 
Argentina in revolt: 
video showing 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, Gadz Cafe, 
Clifton Terrace 
(opp Finsbury Park @). 

HACKNEY DALSTON 
How capitalism underdevelops 
Africa 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Centerprise. 


HACKNEY HOMERTON 

Can the trade unions 
challenge capitalism? 

Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Barnabas Centre, 

Homerton High St (nr hospital). 
HACKNEY STAMFORD HILL 
Can the trade unions 
challenge capitalism? 

Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Cyprus House Cafe, 

Manor Parade. 

HOLBORN 

The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 

Wed 15 Jan, 6pm, Africa Centre, 
King St, Covent Garden. 

ILFORD 

How capitalism underdevelops 
Africa 

Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, Kohi-Noor 
Restaurant, 52 Ilford Lane. 
LADBROKE GROVE 

Does the media 

control our lives? 

Tue 7 Jan, 7.30pm, Green Room, 
Paddington Arts Centre, 
Woodfield Rd. 

LEWISHAM 

Karl Marx: 

the first anti-capitalist? 

Wed 15 Jan, 7pm, Hunkarim 
Restaurant, Lee High Rd. 
LEYTONSTONE 

Resistance and revolt in Latin 
America 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Prospero’s Coffee Shop, 
Church Lane. 

MILE END 

Anti-capitalism: 

does the movement need 
political parties? 

Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, Meds Cafe, 
37 Burdett Rd. 

NEW CROSS 
Vietnam: how a superpower 
was humbled 
Tue 14 Jan, 7pm, Moonbow 
Jake’s, New Cross Rd. 

POPLAR 

1972: when workers broke a 
government 

Wed 15 Jan, 7pm, Island House 
(cnr Roserton St/Castalia Sq). 
With Eddie Prevost. 
STREATHAM 

Malcolm X and the struggle 
for black liberation 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, Sunnyhill Rd 

(off Streatham High Rd). 

With Ruairidh Maclean. 
TOOTING 

Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Wed 8 Jan, 7.45pm, 

Derinton Road Community Centre 
(cnr Derinton Rd/ Blakenham Rd). 
TUFNELL PARK 
Are women equal now? 

Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, Rustique, 
Fortess Rd. 

VICTORIA 

Revolution: is it possible? 
Thu 16 Jan, 6.30pm, City Harvest 
Cafe, Buckingham Palace Rd. 
WALTHAMSTOW 

Imperialism and the 

Middle East 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.45pm, Quaker 
Meeting House, 1a Jewel Rd 
(off Hoe St). 

WOOLWICH 

Malcolm X and the fight for 
black liberation 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Earl of Chatham, Thomas St. 


Anti Nazi League 
www.anl.org.uk 

@ 020 7924 0333 
Stop the War Coalition 


Local SWP | East London Plymouth 
07753 697 743 07803 620 390 
Birmingham Exeter Portsmouth 
07730 459 259 07939 558 115 07801 290 411 
Black Country Hackney Scotland (SW Platform) 


07941 834 125 


07788 770 741 


07855 023 739 


www.stopwer.org.uk Bradford Home Counties Sheffield 
@ 020 7053 2155/6 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07905 678 506 
Socialist Alliance Brighton Kent South East London 
www.socialistalliance.net 07808 368 551 07950 610 257 07951 737 003 
@ 0207791 3138 Bristol Lancashire East South London 
Scottish Socialist Party 07711 718 519 07968 952 180 07939 017 973 
@ 0141 221 7714 Cambridge Lancashire West Southampton 
07950 142 464 07931 725 633 07811 210 036 
Camden & Islington Leeds & West Yorkshire Swansea 


Answers to quiz 
Cola k= (e (=m ke) 


07961 337 640 


07719 497 968 


07759 901 392 


Cardiff Leicester Thames Valley 
07815 775 819 07779 328 418 07929 618 579 
Central London Manchester Tyneside 
07957 316 094 07946 413 763 07748 653 627 
Chesterfield Merseyside Waltham Forest 
07881 558 590 07951 241 562 07796 697 271 
Coventry Norwich West London 
07712 047 873 07733 137 201 07958 996 777 
East Anglia Nottingham York 


07771 675 192 


07956 477 778 


07984 132 371 


SUPERBUG 


Infected by 
profit system 


“SUPERBUG SWEEPS Hospitals”. “Sharp 
Rise In Superbug Deaths”. 
These were just some of the headlines in the 


papers last week. 

The spark was a 
study in the British Med- 
ical Journal showing 
hospital deaths from the 
“superbug” MRSA had 
risen. MRSA is a bac- 
terium resistant to key 
antibiotics. 

It raises the spectre 
of a return to the days 
before antibiotics were 
widely available. 

MRSA is a type of 
common bacteria called 
staphylococcus. 

It can cause infec- 
tions, especially among 
elderly or frail people. 
People in hospitals are 
therefore more prone to 
infections. 

That bacteria evolve 
resistance is down to evo- 
lution by natural selec- 
tion, Charles Darwin’s 
famous explanation for 
how biological change 
proceeds. 

Faced with antibi- 
otics, bacteria which have 
some random genetic 
variation giving them re- 
sistance are more likely 
to survive and reproduce, 
making the resistance 
more widespread. 

In a hospital envi- 
ronment resistance to 
antibiotics can be the 
key to bug survival. 

This is all biology. 
But why this should be 
causing problems is not 
simply biology. 

Five key factors are 
involved. All are linked 
to profit chasing. 


@ Standards of hygiene 
in hospitals have got 
worse. 

Before antibiotics 
hospitals’ only defence 
against infection was 
strict hygiene. 

A more relaxed atti- 
tude developed with the 
coming of antibiotics. A 
shift back to strict hy- 
giene is needed. 

Privatised contract 
cleaning has made hos- 
pitals dirtier. 

So has the cost cut- 
ting which has led to 
poorer NHS laundry fa- 
cilities, and longer waits 
for clean uniforms or 
bed curtains. 

This leads to huge 
problems of staff reten- 
tion, and the routine use 
of temporary and agency 
workers. 

What is needed is 

properly resourced hos- 
pitals where hygiene is 
the priority. 
@ In countries like 
Britain antibiotics have 
been overprescribed by 
doctors. 

Doctors have been 
pressured to prescribe 
antibiotics when they 
are not needed, most 
typically for colds, flu 
and other viral infec- 
tions against which an- 
tibiotics are useless. 

This widespread use 
of antibiotics outside of 
emergency situations can 
help spread resistance. 

In part this overuse 
is down to doctors being 
bombarded with adver- 
tising and other pres- 
sures from drug firms to 
prescribe their product. 

It is also down to 
overstretched doctors re- 


by PAUL McGARR 


acting to pressures from 
misinformed patients. 
The answer is better 
public health campaigns 
to inform patients, and 
doctors having more 
time for consultations. 


Olin poorer countries 
antibiotics can be dan- 
gerously misused. 

The worst thing to do 
with antibiotics is not to 
complete a course of 
treatment. The most re- 
sistant bugs are those 
that will then survive 
and reproduce. 

This is what happens 
when drugs cost money 
and people are poor. 

The answer is to 

make drugs free—but 
that would be resisted by 
the drug companies, and 
bodies like the IMF and 
World Bank. 
@ Drug firms are not 
that interested in devel- 
oping new antibiotics as 
they don’t think there’s 
enough profit in it. 

Giant drug compa- 
nies like Wyeth, for ex- 
ample, have laid off 90 
percent of their antibi- 
otics research staff. 


Need 


Nationalising drug 
firms and funding re- 
search based on human 
need, not company prof- 
its, is the answer. 

@ Massive and unnec- 
essary use of antibiotics 
in agriculture is spread- 
ing antibiotic resistance. 

In the US around 70 
percent of all antibiotics 
used are for animals. 

Some are used to 
control disease, a lot of 
which is down to over- 
crowded, unhealthy, fac- 
tory farming conditions. 

A lot are used be- 
cause in low doses an- 
tibiotics promote rapid 
meat growth, and hence 
more profit. 

The price is more rapid 
spread of antibiotic resis- 
tance. This has already 
happened. 

The World Health 
Organisation says, 
“Some of the newly 
emerging resistant bac- 
teria are transmitted to 
humans mainly via meat 
and other foods. 

“The best known ex- 
amples are the foodborne 
bacteria salmonella and 
campylobacter. These 
bacteria emerged shortly 
after the use of certain 
antimicrobials [antibi- 
otics] in agriculture.” 

Added to this is the 
routine addition of an- 
tibiotic resistant genes to 
genetically modified 
plants by corporations. 

They do this as a 
cheap way to test if the 
plants have been success- 
fully modified—by dous- 
ing them all in antibiotics 
and seeing which survive. 

Tackling the threat of 
superbugs is relatively 
straightforward on one 
condition—that health 
and human need, rather 
than profit, inform every 
sphere of society. 
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WORKERS FACE PENSIONS CRISIS 


BRITAIN HAS seen strikes by groups of workers, like these at Caparo, against attacks on final salary pension schemes 


Millions to be 


THE GOVERNMENT sent 
out a clear message this 
week that nobody should 
rely on the state pension 
to look after them in old 
age. 

The pensions green paper 
was published after Socialist 
Worker went to press, but state- 
ments in advance had set out 
some key elements. 

Pensions secretary Andrew 
Smith repeated his grim warning 
that people must “either work 
longer or save more themselves” 
if they are not going to be plunged 
into poverty. 

The government is offering 
nothing for the majority of people 
who, because of low pay, will 
never be able to save enough to 
fund their own retirement. 

They will be left scrabbling to 
survive on a meagre pension, 
perhaps a small pension from 
work, and means-tested benefits. 

Nor are there any new mea- 
sures to help the millions who 
see a relatively secure retirement 
disappearing as employers wind 
up final salary schemes and 


by CHARLIE KIMBER 


replace them with much riskier 
ones. 

Behind the pensions debate 
there is much froth about the de- 
cline in the number of young 
people compared to the number of 
pensioners. 

Andrew Smith says that this 
“remorseless arithmetic” makes 
it impossible for the state to 
wholly fund a decent pension if 
we want to retire at 65. 

The government’s own figures, 
released in November’s pre- 
budget report, show that the cost 
of pensions is set to fall as a per- 
centage of gross domestic product 
during the next half century. 

It is presently 5 percent of na- 
tional wealth and is set to be 4.8 
percent in 2051. 

Average life expectancy in 
Britain has risen throughout this 
century. It has not been a problem 
in the past (it should be cele- 
brated) and need not be in the 
future. 

The answer is rising economic 
productivity—workers produce 


much more now because of ma- 
chinery and improved techniques. 

The output of the average 
worker today is twice what it was 
50 years ago and will be twice as 
much again in 50 years time. 

Funding pensions properly 
means workers getting their 
hands on the benefits of rising 
productivity—in simple terms 
taxing the rich and big business. 

Instead of such measures the 

government has a four-pronged 
strategy: 
@ Work longer: There will be 
pressure not to retire until you 
are 70. Even if this is voluntary 
at first it will be used as an 
excuse to further undermine the 
state pension. 

As male life expectancy is now 
73, retiring at 70 would mean the 
government only has to pay out 
for a short period. 

Workers, especially manual 
workers, die younger than average. 
@Go private: The government 
wants us to take out private 
schemes such as “stakeholder 
pensions”. These are all based on 
stocks and shares, forcing people 
to gamble their future on the 


left in poverty 


stock exchange. 

@Sell your house: Ministers are 
increasingly saying there is not 
really a pensions crisis because 
most people will have paid for 
their mortgage by the time they 
retire. 

They will be pressured to 
choose from a range of private 
schemes which deliver an income 
in return for giving up your house 
when you die. 

The agenda is to work all your 

life to pay for a house and then 
end up with nothing. 
@ Force you to save: At some 
point the government may insist 
that workers have to save a pro- 
portion of their earnings, say 10 
percent. This would be a massive 
tax rise. 

More and more people see their 
future in doubt. There have been 
big strikes in most European coun- 
tries against pension “reform” over 
the last few years. 

Union leaders in Britain have 
spent too long pushing stake- 
holder pensions and similar 
schemes. We need more resistance 
and a real campaign for a decent 
state pension. 


Hard up pensioners 


MIPs’ Christmas present 


IN JULY MPs voted 
themselves a big pen- 
sion rise. 

They now get one for- 
tieth of their annual 
£55,000 salary for every 
year they are in the 
Commons. 

Under these rules an 
MP who does ten years 


qualifies for a pension 
of £13,750 a year. 

MPs awarded them- 
selves even more bene- 
fits this month. 

The unmarried or 
same sex partners of 
MPs will now receive an 
MP’s pension after the 
MP dies. 


This is clearly good— 
but it is government 
policy that public sector 
workers, including fire- 
fighters, must pay for 
such improvements to 
their schemes out of 
their own pockets. 

The MPs had to pay 
nothing. 


@The current basic state 
pension is £75.50 a week 
for a single person and 
£120.70 for a couple. 

If the link with earnings 
had not been broken by the 
Tories in 1980 the pension 
would now be worth 
£105.70 a week (single) and 
£169 (couple). 

The pension will rise 
next April to £77.45 a week 


for a single person and 
£123.80 for a couple. 
@Nearly a third of pension- 
ers have an income below 
the official poverty line (£91 
a week after tax and hous- 
ing costs). 
@In 1979 the basic state 
pension was 23 percent of 
male average earnings. 
Today it has fallen to 
only 16 percent. 
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Rolls workers 
walk out over 
redundancies 


Victory for 
Mehmetis 


THE MEHMETI family have 
won the right to stay in Britain 
after a ten-month campaign to 
stop them being sent back to 
Kosovo. 

Thousands of people in Bris- 
tol backed the campaign—trade 
unionists, community groups, 
political groups and even the 
local Evening Post newspaper. 

The adjudicator in the case 
said that given “the level of 
community ties and huge local 
support for them remaining, 
and given their particular dif- 
ficulties, the balance is in 
favour of the family remaining 
in the UK”. 

JO BENEFIELD 


We’re furious 
over pensions 


AROUND 450 workers at ex- 
haust makers Bosal UK are 
angry about attacks on their 
pensions and over pay. 

Workers at the Bamber 
Bridge plant near Preston are 
enraged that they have deliv- 
ered everything management 
asked of them but have now 
been told the final salary pen- 
sion scheme will be closed to 
new entrants. 

Bosal workers, who are 
members of the TGWU union, 
struck successfully in 1990 
and 1998. They are planning a 
mass meeting. 

“We are always being told 
to chase profits and chase pro- 
ductivity. We do that and then 
get stuffed over pensions and 
pay. We are not standing for 
this,” says a Bosal worker. 


Mobilising 
against Nazis 
ANTI-NAZI campaigners in 
Halifax are mobilising against 
a threat by the British National 
Party to stand in a by-election 
on 23 January. 

Activists are planning to go 
round houses in the Mixenden 
ward this Sunday. 

We have seen in this area 
how the government’s attacks 
on asylum seekers have only 
encouraged the Nazis to scape- 
goat refugees. 

We are arguing with people 
not to fall for the Nazis’ lies in 
the election next month. 
PAUL SUTCLIFFE 
@ Anti Nazi League 
leafleting in Mixenden this 
Sunday, 22 December. 
1pm—assemble Mixenden 
junior school, Clough Lane. 
For more information go to 
www.anl.org.uk 


Our bodies not 


for sale! 
MULTINATIONAL lapdanc- 
ing company Spearmint Rhino 
has recently spent around 
£250,000 advertising the open- 
ing of its new club on the bill- 
boards of Sheffield. 

A brilliant campaign has 
seen many of these posters 
daubed with “Global pimp: 
coming soon”. 

A meeting of over 100 last 
week cheered calls for the club 
to be shut down because it is 
offensive to women. 

The club has a vile sexist 
advertising campaign that 
portrays women in purely 
sexual terms. 

A protest last Saturday took 
place on the night the club was 
supposed to open. 

It was supported by South 
Yorkshire FBU among others, 
and saw socialists, anti-capi- 
talists, trade unionists and fem- 
inists come together. 

We chanted slogans such as 
“Our world not for sale, our 
bodies not for sale”, and the 
club did not open as planned 
on the night. 

ANGELA SHANN 


A THREAT to jobs provoked 
an unofficial walkout by 
some 390 Rolls-Royce work- 
ers in Bristol on Thursday of 
last week. 

Workers in the combustion 
section, who are not known for 
their militancy, downed tools 
after their management an- 
nounced 10 percent would lose 
their jobs in the next four 
months. 

It was areal “happy new year 
and get lost’ to the workers! 

The walkout was a surprise 
as this group of workers have 
ended up going along with 
many of Rolls-Royce’s initia- 
tives. And what is their reward? 
Being knifed in the back. 

The workers had had 
enough. The bosses threatened 
compulsory redundancies with 
more sackings in the pipeline 
if the company gets away with 
offloading even more work 
from this section. 


The walkout spread across 
three shifts and involved mem- 
bers of the Amicus-AEEU and 
TGWU unions. 

A meeting between the com- 
pany and union representatives 
was due to be held this week. 

The workers are demanding 
the company removes the 
threat to jobs. 

They want union officials to 
coordinate a fightback over jobs 
across the Rolls-Royce site. 
JERRY HICKS, Amicus- 
AEEU deputy chair, 
confederated site committee 


Available from the 
Stop the War Coalition on 
020 7053 2155/6 or go to 

www.stopwar.org.uk 


Jaguar 


SOME 200 members of the 
Amicus union at Jaguar’s 
Halewood plant in Liverpool 
will begin balloting for action 
over higher pay this week. 

Engineers, admin work- 
ers and others want more 
than the two-year pay deal 
that management have put 
on the table. 

The pay offer includes the 
introduction of performance 
related pay. 

Dozens of workers at- 
tended a mass meeting in 
Liverpool on Thursday of 
last week to discuss the issue. 

Amicus national officials 
told members the union was 
keen to see a two-year above- 
inflation pay deal with no 
strings attached. 

The ballot ends on 6 
January. 


SOME 4,500 Peugeot workers 
are set to ballot for strike 
action in the new year after 
talks over the pay claim broke 
down. 

A series of one-day strikes 
are planned. 

The talks followed a 90 per- 
cent rejection of the company 
offer (worth 7.3 percent over 
two years) in a ballot. 

The company also wants the 
shopfloor to increase their pen- 
sion contributions by 1 percent. 


Workers are angry because 
the Coventry Ryton plant is 
the most profitable and pro- 
ductive Peugeot plant in 
Europe. 

Yet Peugeot workers are the 
worst paid in the British car 
industry. 

Despite massive profits 
over recent years they got only 
a 2.2 percent wage increase in 
January, and admission to the 
final salary pension scheme 
was Closed for new starters in 


the summer. 

Plans are in place for 
strikes—each of the four shifts 
will strike for one day each 
week, causing disruption 
throughout the week. 

One TGWU union steward 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
company messed us about in 
the talks. We’re convinced that 
the ballot result will show that 
the shopfloor are prepared to 
take the company on.” 
GERRY JONES 


ELUM TAL 


LABOUR-RUN Hackney 
council has suspended three 
key union activists who all 
face dismissal for alleged 
gross misconduct. 

They are Unison joint branch 
secretaries Brian Debus and 
Will Leng plus equalities offi- 
cer John Page. 

The three are claimed to be 
responsible for the production 


of a draft report into racism in 
Hackney council. 

The draft was due to be sub- 
mitted, after amendments, to 
the Commission for Racial 
Equality. 

It called for tougher en- 
forcement of the CRE’s non- 
discrimination notice served 
on the council after a previous 
report by the union branch. 


It is crucial that the council 
is not allowed to get away with 
these attacks on the union. 

Unison officials, regionally 
and nationally, must give full 
and active support to the three 
activists. 

i E-mail messages of 
support to hackney. 
unison@unisonfree.net or 
fax 020 8985 6749. 


Movement to defend Italian activists 


A NATIONAL campaign has 
been launched to protest 
against attempts to crush the 
anti-capitalist movement in 
Italy. 

Around 80 people dem- 
onstrated outside the Italian 
Embassy in London on 
Thursday of last week. 

They were protesting about 
the arrest of 42 key activists 
involved with the European 
Social Forum that was held in 
Florence last month. 

Chris Nineham, from 
Globalise Resistance, told the 


protesters, “There is a huge 
political crisis in Italy today. 
“Some 70 percent of the 
population say they support 
the European Social Forum. 
“The Fiat car factory in 
Sicily is now being occupied. 
“The social movement and 
the workers’ movement are 
coming together—in response 
the government has launched 
a full frontal assault on the 
movement.” 
He explained how the Ital- 
ian government led by Silvio 
Berlusconi was using laws 


Call for witnesses... Call for witnesses 


WERE YOU on the 
London anti-war 
demonstration on 31 
October 2002? Did 
you witness any 
incidents? 

If you did, however 
minor or trivial you 


may have regarded it 
as, you could have 
important information. 

Please contract 
John Tipple at Linn 
and Associates 
solicitors on 01255 
240 880. 


from the fascist era to lock 
up militants. 

There have been huge 
protest demonstrations in 
towns and cities across Italy. 

A branch of the rail- 
workers’RMT union has 
decided to support the cam- 
paign in Britain. 

Olmo, a student from 
Genoa, was one of a sizeable 
contingent of Italian students 
at the protest. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“Before he got elected, 
Berlusconi used his newspa- 
pers and TV stations to con 
people into voting for him. 

“Now many people are be- 
ginning to wake up to what 
he is about—cutting welfare 
and education. 

“We cannot wait until the 
next election to stop him. 
That’s why we went to 
Genoa and Florence.” 

i Download petitions and 
resolutions from 
www.resist.org.uk 


Stop the war 


village of Fairford. 


Anti-war protesters from as far away as 
Manchester and Brighton joined this high- 


spirited demonstration. 


As they marched through the village, 
villagers came out of their houses to offer 


support. 


At the base the Gloucestershire 
Weapons Inspectors demanded entry while 
protesters sang “Let us in, let us in” to the 


tune of “Frere Jacques”. 


A 500-STRONG demonstration marched on 
RAF Fairford last Saturday, and demanded 
entry to the base to conduct an inspection 
for weapons of mass destruction. 

The Gloucestershire Weapons 
Inspectors led the march through the 


_if 


LCL «Anti-war round-up 


THE GMB union has sus- 
pended strikes by 6,000 gas 
safety engineers. 

Bosses offered workers 
at Transco, the privatised 
monopoly that runs the gas 
pipeline network, a pay rise 
of just 3 percent. 

This was conditional on 
changes to hours, allow- 
ances and sick pay that 
would have cancelled out 
the pay rise. 

The engineers threw out 
the deal on a vote of 5,700 
to 60. 

The GMB was claiming a 
5 percent increase with no 
other changes to pay or 
conditions. 

But it suspended the 
strikes when Transco agreed 
to binding arbitration. 

The union had a huge 
mandate for calling strike 
action from the gas engi- 
neers. The planned strikes 
would have had an impact, 
with up 18 million homes 
possibly affected. 

But the union has thrown 
away the chance to show its 
power. Opting for arbitration 
could lead to a worse deal 
being imposed on them. 


THREATS OF strike action 
have won an increased pay 
offer for airport workers. 

The workers include fire- 
fighters, security staff and en- 
gineers at major airports 
including Gatwick, Heathrow 
and Stansted. 

The workers’ TGWU union 
had been pushed into opposing 
the offer by anger from the 
rank and file after a previous 
strike was suspended. 

The 6,000 workers voted by 
two to one to reject the bosses’ 
second offer. 

After all-night negotiations 
last week the British Airports 
Authority increased its offer to 
8 percent spread over two years. 

The TGWU says the deal is 
worth £1,500 extra a year and 
will recommend the deal is ac- 
cepted when it is put out to a 
postal vote. 

Union leader Bill Morris 
took over the negotiations to 
put a stop to strikes that could 
damage the government. 

But some airport workers 
are still angry with the com- 
pany’s bullying tactics. 


ANTI-WAR campaigners in 
towns and cities across Britain 
took to the streets last weekend. 

Protesters held public sign- 
ings of Christmas cards to be 
sent to Tony Blair, demanding 
he does not attack Iraq. 

In Sheffield protesters 
braved the rain and had a suc- 
cessful Christmas card sign- 
ing for two hours. 

There were banners and 
members from the lecturers’ 
Natfhe and AUT unions, coun- 
cil, health and education work- 
ers in Unison, and the NUJ and 
the local trades council. 

People queued up to sign 
and many took cards to be 
filled in at work or college. 

In Liverpool town centre 
anti-war activists collected 618 
signatures and raised £84 for 
the Stop the War Coalition. 


I 

A model Stealth bomber, carried by three 
people, swooped over the protesters who 
screamed and “died” in its path. 

Some 20 protesters managed to cut the 
fence and run onto the airfield. 

This demonstration was called by 
Bristol Stop the War in response to the 
arrival of US Stealth bombers at RAF 
Fairford in November. 

Although the bombers have returned to 
the US, it is believed that they will soon 
return for the purpose of conducting 
carpet-bombing of Iraqi cities. 

This will place towns and cities such as 
Bristol, Swindon, Oxford, Gloucester and 
Stroud in the frontline of the US war for oil. 
JAMES VENABLES, Bristol Stop the War 


In Lancaster the local Stop 
the War Coalition presented a 
public ballot to the local Labour 
MP. 

“We held a public ballot, 
asking ‘Should we attack Iraq?’. 
The response was Yes 76, No 
603,” reports one activist. 
HAROUND 50 people atten- 
ded a stop the war workshop 
in Dewsbury on Wednesday 
of last week. 

People from a_ cross- 
section of traditions and reli- 
gious backgrounds voiced 
their opposition to Bush and 
Blair’s warmongering. 
OVER 100 people came to 
an Americans Against the War 
meeting in Muswell Hill in north 
London last week. 

Protesters also held a 24- 
hour vigil outside the American 
Embassy last Sunday. 


Argentina solidarity 


OVER 80 people came to a 
meeting organised by the Ar- 
gentine Solidarity Campaign 
on Thursday of last week. 

They heard an inspiring talk 
from two workers from the 
one-year occupation at the 
Zanon ceramic factory in 
Neuquen, Argentina. 

The two workers, Natalio 
Navarrete and Mariano Pe- 
drero, had attended the Euro- 
pean Social Forum in Florence, 
and afterwards toured Italy ad- 
dressing Fiat workers fighting 


Saturday 11 January 2003 
National Conference of the 
Stop the War Coalition, 
London. 10am-5pm, 
Camden Centre, Judd St 
(Kings Cross @). 


Saturday 25 January 
Women’s Day School 
organised by the Socialist 
Alliance. 11am-5pm, 
Cross Street Chapel, 
Cross St, Manchester. 
Phone 020 7536 9696 or 
e-mail margaret@ 
homemanning. 
freeserve.co.uk 


job losses. 

The occupation has support 
from unemployed workers and 
local students. The workers 
are now attempting to link up 
the 150 factories currently in 
occupation in Argentina. 

Mi The Other Cinema in 
Rupert Street, London W1, 
is showing films on 
Argentina from 1pm, 
Sunday 22 December, on 
the anniversary of the 
social uprising last year. 
PETE AINSLEY 


Wednesday 29 January 
Defend Council Housing 
lobby of parliament, London. 
Rally 1-3pm, Central Hall, 
Westminster. For more 
details contact Defend 
Council Housing. Phone 020 
7987 9989 or go to 
www.defendcouncilhousing. 
org.uk 


Saturday 15 February 
National demonstration 
against the war, London. 
Called by Stop the War 
Coalition. Phone 020 7053 
2135 or go to 
www.stopwar.org.uk 


28 February-2 March 
Revolution 2003. A teach- 
in to build resistance to war 
and capitalism. Hosted by 
Socialist Worker Student 
Society and Spark. Phone 
020 7515 2646/07939 951 
376 for details. 
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Hospital workers 


Liverpool 


1,500 strike over 


pean uts pay offer 


OVER 1,500 hospital workers 
staged a one-day strike over 
pay in two Liverpool hospi- 


tals last Wednesday. 


Domestics, lab technicians, 


auxiliary nurses, 


cleaners, 


porters and other GMB and 
TGWU members mounted lively 
picket lines at Arrowe Park and 


Clatterbridge hospitals. 


They are angry that some workers 
earn up to £4 an hour less than col- 


leagues who do the same job. 


The strike is another sign of the 
revolt by the low paid in the NHS. 

These workers perform vital jobs 
including maintaining cleanliness to 
prevent infections like the MRSA 
“superbug”. Some 130 operations 
could not go ahead during the strike. 

Over 80 pickets outside Arrowe 
Park Hospital turned back many 


other workers. 


Union officials have rejected the 
hospital trust bosses’ claim that 
they are offering a 10 percent rise to 
low paid workers over two years. 

One GMB shop steward told So- 
cialist Worker, “We’ve caught them 
out over their so called pay offer. It 


amounts to peanuts. 


“T trust managers as far as I could 


throw them.” 


One TGWU member said, “For 
some of us 10 percent still means we 
get less than £5 an hour. ‘Two flats 
Blair and his pals got 40 percent.” 


PAUL SILLETT 
Phil Billows 


BOSSES AT the Barts and 
Royal London NHS Trust 
have been forced to back 
down from a second attack 
on a key union activist. 
Trust bosses sacked Phil 
Billows. A campaign of letters 
and complaints forced them 
to allow Phil to stay in his hos- 
pital accommodation until an 
appeal and industrial tribunal 
next year. Phil is the hospital’s 
Unison union branch secre- 
tary. The campaign to get him 
reinstated continues. 
lm Send messages of 
support to Union Office, 
Royal London Hospital, 
Whitechapel, London E1 
1BB. Phone/fax 020 7601 
8125. 


GUARDS AND station staff on 
Arriva Trains Northern were set 
to continue their heroic fight 
against low pay with four 
strikes over the holiday period. 

“We have called strikes for 
this Saturday 21, 23,24 and 31 
December,” one RMT union 
member on Arriva told Social- 
ist Worker. 

“Of course it’s hard striking 
so close to Christmas, but we 
are still determined not to let 
this bullying company beat us. 

“And we are getting a £100 
payout from the RMT’s hard- 
ship fund.” 

That payout barely begins 
to make up for the money 
strikers have lost in their year- 
long dispute. 

li Donations are urgently 
needed. Send c/o RMT, 
Unity House, 39 Chalton 
Street, London NW1 1JD. 


LOW PAID health workers in Liverpool on strike last week 


Agenda for Change 


IT IS becoming increasingly 
clear that Agenda for 
Change—the government’s 
modernisation package for the 
NHS—is a serious attack on 
health workers. 

Even the Department of 
Health has admitted that one 
in 12 workers could end up 
being paid less. Other esti- 
mates say one in six workers 
could lose out. 

The Department of Health 


has boasted that the package 
will squeeze an extra 65 mil- 
lion hours a year out of NHS 
workers, through increased 
hours and productivity gains. 

Opposition is growing 
inside the Amicus-MSF union, 
which represents 65,000 health 
workers. 

The committee representing 
London speech and language 
therapists voted unanimously 
last Wednesday to oppose 


Agenda for Change, and to 
urge this section nationally to 
vote against it. 

The London Health Service 
Advisory Committee, repre- 
senting all our health service 
members in London, voted 
overwhelmingly on Thursday 
to oppose Agenda for Change. 

We will be campaigning for 
a no vote in the ballot due in 
March over this rotten deal. 
GILL GEORGE 


SOME 600 workers at the 
Scottish Agricultural College 
voted by 63 percent to strike 
over a deal that amounts toa 
pay freeze for most staff. 
The workers’ Prospect 
union was due to meet on 
Monday of this week to con- 
sider strikes in early January. 
The latest issue of Civil 
Unrest, the rank and file 
paper, is out now. Phone 020 
7987 1919 for your copy. 


Socialist Alliance 


THE NATIONAL council of 
the Socialist Alliance met in 
London last Saturday, with 
delegates from local groups 
across England. 

Socialist Alliance trade 
union officer Mark Hoskisson 
stressed the importance of the 
crisis facing Labour and how 
the Socialist Alliance had a 
key role to play in the debate 
over the trade union political 
funds. 

“The firefighters’ strike 
has posed a huge political 
dimension—the relationship 
of the FBU and other trade 
unions with the Labour Party 
itself,” he said. 

“This has opened up an 
important political crisis 
throughout the whole labour 
movement. 

“The Socialist Alliance has 
a head start in working and 
campaigning around the polit- 
ical fund.” 

In the debate some put for- 
ward that the Socialist Al- 
liance should argue for trade 
unionists to call a special meet- 
ing of the Labour Party to call 
Blair to account. 


But most of the meeting dis- 
agreed with this approach. 

As Liam from Tower Ham- 
lets put it, “We don’t want to 
push people back in the direc- 
tion of Labour. We want to open 
up the discussion, be at the head 
of the debate and win people to 
the Socialist Alliance.” 

The meeting agreed three 
campaigning priorities around 
the firefighters and the politi- 
cal fund: 

@For local Socialist Alliance 
groups to hold public meetings 
on “Where is New Labour 
going?”, inviting leading local 
trade unionists and others. 
@To visit key local work- 
places with Matt Wrack’s So- 
cialist Alliance pamphlet 
Whose Money is it Anyway? 
Some 2,000 more copies of the 
pamphlet have now been 
printed. 

@ To continue to build soli- 
darity, and help set up fire- 
fighters’ support groups. 

As Socialist Allinace execu- 
tive member Nick Wrack put it, 
“There is immense fracturing 
of the Labour Party’s base. We 
need to build the Socialist Al- 


liance so it is seen as a viable 
alternative.” 

There was also agreement 
for the Socialist Alliance to 
continue to be fully involved 
in the anti-war movement and 
build the London anti-war 
demonstration on 15 February. 

The meeting also discussed 
the forthcoming local elec- 
tions, which will take place in 
England (except in London) in 
May 2003. 

In Bristol the Socialist Al- 
liance has already selected 
candidates. 


Hackney 


IN THE seventh set of elec- 
tions in 30 months the Hack- 
ney Socialist Alliance received 
7.1 percent in Leabridge 
Ward and 7.9 percent in 
Kings Park. 

Leabridge was a hard- 
fought contest between 
Greens, New Labour and 
Tories, all of whom expected 
to win the seat. 

It is traditional in these 
kinds of elections for new par- 


After some debate the meet- 
ing also voted for the Socialist 
Alliance to affiliate to the Anti 
Nazi League. 


The meeting discussed the 
resignation of Socialist Al- 
liance chair Liz Davies in 
October. 

Everyone expressed regret 
at Liz’s resignation, and the 
meeting overwhelmingly 
passed a report by the execu- 
tive following its investigation 
into the events surrounding 
the resignation. 


ties to lose most of their vote 
but our core vote still came 
out and voted for the Socialist 
Alliance. 

In Kings Park we also 
faced the challenge of a ward 
where there is a history of 
very low turnouts and where 
they weigh Labour votes. 

Again our supporters 
turned out to back us. 

WILL McMAHON, chair 
Hackney Socialist Alliance 


Homerton 


We caught pay bug too! 


DOMESTIC, portering and 
catering staff at Homerton 
University Hospital in Hack- 
ney, east London, are set to 
join the low pay revolt. 

Workers employed by pri- 
vate contractor ISS Mediclean 
held meetings last week and 
agreed a ballot timetable that 
could see strikes in February. 

There was lively discussion 
at mass meetings. 

Some said it would take a 
long strike, but others said that 
similar battles had been won 
quickly when workers went all 
out and won solidarity. 

Articles from Socialist 
Worker about recent hospital 
strikes in Glasgow, Swansea, 
Inverclyde and Liverpool were 
passed round the meetings and 
lifted spirits. 

Homerton staff employed 
by ISS Mediclean get as little 
as £4.45 an hour, and have 
no London weighting, over- 
time rate, company sick pay 
or pension. 

Many of the workers are 
black women. The mass meet- 
ings saw the same determina- 
tion to win among white male 
porters, Jamaican domestics, 
Italian caterers and the rest. 

Some workers, who were 
employed at the time of pri- 
vatisation, retain NHS terms. 
All who joined afterwards are 
on worse contracts. 


The Unison union, which 
represents 200 of the workers, 
is demanding a 10 percent pay 
rise with a minimum of £5.43 
an hour and NHS conditions 
for all. 

This fight could spread 
across east London. The 
union has submitted similar 
claims for staff employed by 
ISS Mediclean and Medirest 
in several hospitals. 

Workers at Mile End, St 
Clements, Barts and the 
Royal London hospitals have 
already held meetings to 
demand the union call a ballot 
for action against their 
Medirest employers. 

In Mile End Hospital low 
paid men and women workers 
from African and Lithuanian 
backgrounds are united in the 
fight against low pay. 

TELCO, The East London 
Communities Organisation, has 
played a vital role in agitating 
for better pay and conditions. 

Many east London hospital 
staff employed by contractors 
have signed away their rights 
under the Working Time Di- 
rective so they can work 60 to 
70 hours a week just to cover 
basic costs. 

It would be a brilliant vic- 
tory to make ISS pay up. 
DIANA SWINGLER, Unison 
branch chair, Homerton 
University Hospital 


Firefighters 


Belfast 


United in support group 


IN A show of unity over 150 
people in West Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, marched 
behind the banner, “Falls 
and Shankill support our 
fire service”. 

The march is the first one 
called by the West Belfast 
Firefighters Support Group. 

It united union and com- 
munity activists from the tra- 
ditionally Loyalist Shankill 
Road area and the tradition- 
ally Republican Falls Road. 

The march was supported 
by Belfast trades council and 
the FBU. Others marching 
included Nipsa, the largest 
public sector union in North- 
ern Ireland, and Unison. 

It converged at Lanark 
Way, home to some of the 
worst sectarian violence in 
West Belfast in recent years. 


Bob Pounder 


LONDON, THE largest region 
of the Fire Brigades Union 
(FBU), has condemned the de- 
cision to suspend Bob Pounder 
from his position as chair of the 
union in Greater Manchester. 

Bob Pounder was told of the 
suspension by the FBU execu- 
tive member for his region just 
two days before the national 
demonstration in London. 

“Little reason was given 
other than that I had, on being 
contacted by the local paper, 
voiced my objection to the de- 
cision to cancel the eight-day 
strike,” Bob Pounder told So- 
cialist Worker. 

“T have been brigade secre- 
tary for six years, working 50 to 
70 hours a week for the union. 

“Tt’s ludicrous to suggest I 
would do anything to damage 
the FBU. This is a basic ques- 
tion of democracy. 

“It’s about the right of 
local officials and members 
of this union to speak out if 
they believe the national 


Many marchers drew the 
historical links to the out- 
door relief riots 70 years ago, 
where unemployed Catholic 
and Protestant workers 
united to expel the B-Spe- 
cials from West Belfast. 

Davy, a union activist in 
West Belfast, told Socialist 
Worker, “Last week I was on 
an anti-war demonstration 
which brought together 
Catholics and Protestants to 
oppose Blair abroad. 

“This week I’m on a 
demonstration again with 
Catholics and Protestants to 
oppose Blair’s policies at 
home.” 

A similar march is being 
planned in North Belfast, 
an area scarred by sectar- 
ian violence. 

DAN BUCKLEY 


union is not implementing the 
policies agreed by our con- 
ference. That is what I have 
outlined in a letter to our gen- 
eral secretary.” 

Members of the FBU’s 
London Regional Committee 
were angry that Bob Pounder 
had been suspended. 

They were angrier still 
when the national union re- 
moved access to its e-mail 
system from Matt Wrack, 
London regional organiser of 
the FBU. 

All he had done was to cir- 
culate the resolution on Bob 
Pounder’s suspension passed 
democratically by the London 
committee. 

Activists are now aiming to 
get similar resolutions passed 
through stations and brigades. 

Matt Wrack’s e-mail ad- 
dress was later restored. 
There is also a petition 
calling for Bob Pounder’s 
reinstatement. Phone 07739 
180 780 for copies. 
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FIREFIGHTERS NEED to rebuild the momentum of their campaign and appeal for wider solidarity 


Bain deciares war 


on the firetighters 


BREAKING national conditions and fire cover 
standards. A “pay as you go” fire service. 

That’s what the 160 pages of the Bain review into the 
fire service, published this week, amounts to. 


Talks between fire service 
employers and the Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) are 
scheduled for early January. 
But Prescott says he will 
impose Bain’s assault anyway. 

Bain’s proposals make a 
resumption of the dispute and 
strikes at the end of January 
more likely. 

“The line is clear,” says 
Dick Duane from Basildon 
station in Essex. “The union 
has suspended strike after 
strike, yet what we get in 
return is this. 

“We were right to have 
nothing to do with Bain. But 
it’s clear the government 
wants to implement his 
report. We have no alterna- 
tive but to fight that. 

“The union’s national ex- 
ecutive has announced strike 
dates for the end of January 
and talks with the employers 


by KEVIN OVENDEN 


before then. 

“That’s late on. Every- 
thing has got to be done now 
to rebuild the momentum of 
the campaign or we will be 
looking at huge pressure on 
our negotiators to concede in 
those talks.” 

There was anger on fire 
stations and in control rooms 
across Britain and Northern 
Ireland on Monday when the 
Bain review was published. 

It takes hypocrisy to new 
heights. 

Sir George Bain gave 
himself a huge pay rise as 
vice-chancellor of Queen’s 
University Belfast, and is 
now on over £160,000 a 
year—the equivalent of 


MORE 


STRIKES ARE 


THE ONLY ANSWER 


seven firefighters. 

Yet he then has the gall to 
say that firefighters are well 
paid. 

His review team was 
made up of three well off 
white men (all knighted by 
New Labour). 


Nerve 


They have the nerve to 
complain that the fire service 
has too few women and black 
workers. 

The core of the review is 
about cuts. 

It calls for scrapping Sec- 
tion 19 of the Fire Service 


Act, which says that chief of- 
ficers must get the agreement 
of the secretary of state to 
close fire stations. 

Bain wants the wholesale 
closure of stations, particu- 
larly in inner cities, where 
land could be sold off for 
property speculation. 

In the name of “moderni- 
sation” Bain also wants to 
turn the clock back 60 years, 
by introducing charges for 
rescues and answering auto- 
matic alarms. 

The public would pay 
through higher insurance pre- 
miums. 

The review says the fire 
service inspectorate is too 


concerned with looking at 
how well fire brigades meet 
national standards. 

Instead it proposes a new 
style of inspections which 
would focus on how “mod- 
ernisation” is implemented 
and on cutting budgets. 

People may not be happy 
about cuts to their local fire 
service. 

So Bain proposes making 
chief officers more indepen- 
dent from elected local fire 
authorities. 

He wants them to unleash 
an army of “human re- 
source” managers, of the 
kind that now plague the 
NHS. 


And he wants to cut the 
number of firefighters by not 
replacing many of those who 
will retire in the next few 
years. 

That goes hand in hand 
with reducing the number of 
firefighters at night, when 
most deaths from fire occur. 

Bain and the government 
complain that firefighters are 
not putting out fires or rescu- 
ing people every minute they 
are on duty. 


Cope 


The whole point of an 
emergency service is that 
people and equipment are 
there in sufficient numbers 
when there is an emergency. 

One of the problems that 
hits the NHS every winter is 
that there is no spare capacity 
to cope with flu and similar 
outbreaks, for example. 

Bain also wants “local pay 
flexibility” to reflect “local 
market conditions”. That 


means an end to national pay 
rates. 

He calls for a “fundamen- 
tal restructuring” of what fire- 
fighters do, so that they take 
on more and more roles, in- 
cluding those of paramedics. 

In return there would be 
an average 4 percent pay in- 
crease this year and 7 per- 
cent in 12 months time. 

Not everyone would get 
even this money. 

It would depend on how 
many extra jobs individual 
firefighters took on. 

Bain also calls for sav- 
aging the fire service pen- 
sions scheme and attacking 
the shift system. 

The government, which 
has intervened in the dispute 
four times, wants the Bain 
report implemented in full. 

The message from FBU 
activists on Monday was that 
the union now has to make it 
clear that it is prepared for a se- 
rious fight and must appeal for 
wider solidarity. 


Dear newsagent 
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